The actions delineated below were taken in open session of the Executive Task Force on Biomass and Biofuels Development in Kentucky at the September 2, 2009 task force meeting.  This is provided in summary form. Charge: facilitate the development of a sustainable biomass and Biofuels industry in Kentucky that will generate prosperity in a carbon-constrained environment, and revitalize rural Kentucky by creating new jobs and strengthening local economies.
	Executive Task Force on Biomass and Biofuels Development in Kentucky 

Summary Minutes of the Task Force Meeting

Room 113 Capital Annex 

Frankfort, Ky

Friday, September 2, 2009



Call to Order

Co-Chair Roger Thomas called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. (EDT)

Mr. Thomas introduced himself as the Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy. Mr. Thomas asked Co-Chair, Secretary Len Peters and members of the Task Force on Biomass and Biofuels Development in Kentucky (TFBBDK) to introduce themselves and provide their background and experience. 

Members of the Committee
Dr. Eric Berson, Rep. Dwight Butler, Terry Cook, Nancy Cox, Sen. David Givens, Don Halcomb, Mark Haney, Mick Henderson, Dr. Kimberly Holmes, Jim Lamb (designee for Tony Campbell), Rep. Thomas McKee, Craig Maffet (designee for Commissioner Richie Farmer), Rep. Tanya Pullin, Dr. Scott Shearer, Richard Sturgill, Sen. Johnny Ray Turner, Betty Williamson,  and Sen. Kenneth Winters. 
Members with excused absences: Secretary Larry Hayes

Guest List

Biff Baker, Taylor Moore, D. Todd Littlefield, and Lowell Atchely, Legislative Research Commission (LRC); Steve Kull, Division of Forestry; Bob Amato, Kentucky Department of Energy Development & Independence (DEDI); Hank List, Deputy Secretary, Kentucky Energy & Environment Cabinet (EEC); Alex Thompson, Guest of Sen. Givens; Gay Dwyer, Kentucky Retail Federation; Sen. David Boswell; and Larry Taylor, Department for Environmental Protection (DEP), Leah McSwords, President, National Association of State Foresters. 
Summary
Mr. Thomas provided brief introductory remarks and relayed the Governor’s appreciation of the Task Force members for their service. 

Mr. Thomas reviewed the Task Force mission statement and noted three areas that have been identified as vital to reach the Task Force’s goals: (1) research; (2) education; and (3) incentives.
Mr. Thomas turned the meeting over to Secretary Peters who addressed the question of why biomass and biofuels need to be a part of Kentucky’s energy solution.  He stated that while we are looking to diversify our energy production, we are not looking to replace coal.
Secretary Peters turned the meeting back over to Mr. Thomas.
Biomass and Kentucky’s Strategic Energy Plan
Mr. Thomas introduced Frank Moore, Director of Biofuels, Department for Energy Development and Independence.

Mr. Moore gave a presentation detailing biomass renewable energy resources, and how the Task Force will lay the foundation for change.  

Comment by Richard Sturgill regarding woody biomass. 

 A copy of Mr. Moore’s power point presentation can be found at http://www.energy.ky.gov/biomass/
Biomass Supply and Demand Potential
Next, Mr. Thomas introduced Dr. Scott Shearer, Chair, University of Kentucky Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering, to give a presentation on various scenarios and techniques for biomass production.

Comment by Rep. Thomas McKee noting that profitability is one of the challenges faced by the Task Force but that woodlands is something we could utilize.

Secretary Peters and Jim Lamb commented on energy industry concerns.

Sen. Givens stated his concern regarding Kentucky farmers’ need for reliable profitability. 

Mr. Moore suggested that the Task Force consider a revolving loan program for farmers.

Mark Haney stated his observations about Kentucky farmers and their interest and participation in the biomass fuels project. 

A copy of Dr. Shearer’s power point presentation can be found at http://www.energy.ky.gov/biomass/
No action was taken by the Task Force on any agenda items.

The next meeting is scheduled for September 23, 2009. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:00p.m. EDT
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