
 

 
                  

 

Speaker Biography 

 
Linda K. Breathitt - Commissioner, Kentucky Public Service Commission 
 
Governor Steve Beshear appointed Linda K. Breathitt as a member of the Kentucky Public Service 
Commission (PSC) on May 21, 2012. Her term expires June 30, 2013.  Prior to joining the PSC, 
Commissioner Breathitt served as the federal representative to the Southern States Energy Board, a post 
to which she was appointed by President Barack Obama in August 2010.  Commissioner Breathitt’s 
lengthy career in the utility and energy field includes a previous term of service with the PSC.  She was 
appointed to the PSC in September 1993 by Governor Brereton Jones, and served through October 1997, 
holding the post of chairman from December 1995 until her departure.   
 
In November 1997, Commissioner Breathitt began a five-year term as a member of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC), having been appointed by President Bill Clinton and confirmed by the 
U.S Senate. After leaving FERC, Commissioner Breathitt served as a senior energy and regulatory 
adviser with the firm Thelen Reid & Priest LLC in Washington, D.C.  From 1980 through 1993, 
Commissioner Breathitt was the executive director of the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s office in 
Washington, D.C., where she assisted state officials and agencies with matters involving the federal 
government. 
 
Commissioner Breathitt earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Kentucky and 
completed the state and local government executive program at Harvard University’s Kennedy School 
of Government.  She is a member of the boards of the Kentucky Commission on Women, Kentucky 
Heritage Council, Downtown Lexington Corp. and LexArts, and serves on the advisory board of the 
Martin School of Public Administration at the University of Kentucky and the J.B. Speed Art Museum 
in Louisville. 


