Center for Renewable Energy Research and Environmental Stewardship
November 6, 2009 Meeting Minutes


Present:  Dr. Len Peters, Tom Fitzgerald, Russ Salsman for Tony Wilder, Andy McDonald, John Wright, Susan Patton, Dr. Rick Clewett, Dr. Brian Clardy, Cam Metcalf, Dr. Don Colliver, Kris Kimmel, Deborah Clayton for Secretary Larry Hayes.  

Also present: Kate Shanks, DEDI; John Davies, DEDI; Barbara Pauley, EEC; Dr. Mahendra Sunkara, Conn Center; Dr. Mickey Wilhelm, U of L

Certification of Open Meeting

Introductions of Board Members

Welcome from Dr. Len Peters (EEC) and Dr. Mickey Wilhelm (U of L)
Dr. Clardy distributed copies of a statement regarding the role of universities in developing and implementing technologies that will allow us to move towards greater energy independence.  

Legislative Intent

Kate Shanks made a presentation to the board about the legislative intent of the CRERES, the duties of the board of directors and DEDI and the membership of the board.  

MOU between EEC and U of L

Dr. Peters gave an overview of the MOU between the Energy and Environment Cabinet and the University of Louisville relating to the CRERES.  CRERES is a construct of the Commonwealth of Kentucky providing broad direction in the area of renewable energy and environmental stewardship.  Dr. Peters felt it was important to put the day to day operations of the CRERES in the hands of another organization and believed the University of Louisville was best suited for that.  The Conn Center is a logical organization for handling the operations.  The Conn Center and CRERES are already intertwined as their goals are so similar.  Most of the time we will not need to distinguish between the Conn Center and CRERES.  

Dr. Wilhelm also made comments regarding the MOU.  The Conn Center is an academic center.  The University wants the Conn Center to operate CRERES according to procedures set by CRERES.    
There was discussion about staffing at the Conn Center and who governs the Conn Center.  Dr. Wilhelm introduced Dr. Mahendra Sunkara and noted that he is the interim director of the Conn Center and hoped that the CRERES board would be comfortable with him as the interim director until a director is named.  Dr. Peters stated there was general agreement that the director would be appointed by the president of U of L in consultation with the board of directors.  

Dr. Clewett asked about the role of the Conn Center in carrying out the environmental stewardship portion of the purpose of the CRERES.  Dr. Wilhelm stated that U of L sees environmental stewardship as part of the mission of the Conn Center.  

Dr. Colliver asked if the Conn Center would include all of the purposes of the CRERES in its activities and if not how will CRERES pick up what is not covered.  Dr. Peters said that the board would make judgments based on Conn Center activities if shifts need to be made.  Dr. Wilhelm noted that there is no money provided for the CRERES and that the Conn Center will work to meet purposes as resources are provided.  

Tom Fitzgerald gave suggestions for changes to the MOU:

· Section 1.5- Clarifying with benchmarks when the center is fully operational and who decides that.  
· Section 2.1- Clarifying this section as it is the board’s responsibility to govern and determine what the priorities of CRERES should be.  
· Section 2.4- Replace the words “when necessary” with “when available.”

· Section 5.0- All staff hired either on a permanent basis or contractually should be held to the code of ethics.  

Action item: EEC staff will address MOU comments, suggest language changes and the board will review these changes at the next meeting.

There was discussion of money and budgets.  Andy McDonald asked if the Conn Center has a budget.  Dr. Wilhelm said that the Conn Center has raised funds for operating and staff.  Dr. Clewett said that the CRERES should raise funds too.  Tom Fitzgerald asked if we get money does it go to the Conn Center or the CRERES.  Dr. Wilhelm said that money would pay for staff and carrying out the work of the Center.  Dr. Peters explained that there would be 3 types of funds, 1.) Appropriations from the General Assembly; 2.) Gifts to the Conn Center; and 3.) Grants and contracts.  The board would have more responsibility for some funds than the others.
John Wright asked how the CRERES would leverage the research of all other state universities.  Dr. Peters explained that if CRERES received an appropriation then the board would set up procedures for awarding funds on a competitive basis.  
Cataloguing Research

Tom Fitzgerald started the discussion of cataloguing the research being done in Kentucky.  Dr. Wilhelm mentioned ERIK, Energy Researchers in Kentucky, which is a database that researchers can voluntarily use to catalogue their research.  Deborah Clayton mentioned that Council on Post Secondary Education keeps a database.  Cam Metcalf said that the Ky. Renewable Energy Consortium (KREC)  just finished a competitive funding effort and that we should make known to potential funders that projects received but not funded by KREC exist.  Rick Clewett mentioned that as funding is available we need to be sure the research we fund is peer reviewed.  

Action Item: Kate Shanks will examine sources of information about energy research and researchers and will develop an outline of how we move further to catalogue energy research in Kentucky.  

Continuing with the discussion of cataloguing research, John Davies asked if there was a system in universities where researchers are required to report.  Dr. Colliver explained that it is hard for researchers to commit the time to inputting their information into databases and that we need to be aware of what is happening.  

Innovation Continuum
There was discussion of where along the innovation continuum that CRERES should be putting its money.  Deborah Clayton explained that Kentucky is a leader regarding programs that support innovation and commercialization but that there is a “valley of death” between proof of concept and commercialization.  

Conn Center Update
Dr. Mahendra Sunkara made a presentation to the board about the activities of the Conn Center.  

Review of Operating Procedures
There was discussion of the operating procedures.  Board members are asked to submit comments by Nov. 30, 09.  Deborah Clayton discussed Article IV, Section 3, Part f. regarding quorum.  She said that a quorum need only be established at the beginning of a meeting.  Staff will research this and provide options for revising if need be.  

Next Meeting

Board members reviewed tentative meeting dates for 2010.  The board will meet on February 1, 2010 tentatively 11-1:30 at the Conn Center at U of L.  Other dates proposed include May 12, August 4 and November 3.  

Agenda items for the next meeting include:
1.) Review of recommend amendments to the MOU
2.) Discussion by Deborah Clayton, CED regarding economic development and how projects move from early stages to commercialization and what programs CED already has in place to address this process.  
3.) Report from Kris Kimel about opportunities from KSTC
4.) Review of the Biomass Task Force recommendations
5.) Follow up from discussion on cataloguing research
6.) Review of revised operating procedures/adoption of procedures
Submitted by Kate Shanks

