
 

 

amount of energy, the minimal 
amount of energy used by the schools 
will be offset by the abundant 
amount of clean energy they will pro-
duce with solar panels. In Warren 
County, the clean energy the school is 
able to feed back into the grid will be 
sold to the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity and essentially result in an energy 
neutral facility.  
 

Congratulations to Turkey Foot Mid-
dle School and Richardsville Elemen-
tary for being leaders in energy effi-
cient school design! 
 

To see more pictures, visit DEDI’s 
Facebook page. 
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Middle School. Both grants are designed 
to help the schools achieve net-zero en-
ergy usage over the course of a year. 
 

The grants are funded by American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
funds from the U.S. Department of En-
ergy and distributed through the Ken-
tucky Department for Energy Develop-
ment and Independence. 
 

“Sustainable schools, like Richardsville 
Elementary, not only have a positive 
“green” impact by protecting the envi-
ronment and helping with national en-
ergy security but also teach children how 
to live their lives as responsible environ-
mental stewards,” said First Lady Jane 
Beshear. “This is a message we cannot 
emphasize enough.” 
 

The grant will assist the schools in be-
coming the first net-zero energy public 
schools in the nation. Following years of 
strategic building designs that have en-
abled the schools  to consume a minimal 

On May 19th, First Lady Jane Beshear announced the 
award of a $1.374 million grant to Warren County Pub-
lic Schools for the  purchase of solar panels that will 
put Richardsville Elementary School one step closer to 
achieving an energy-neutral facility. At a simultaneous 
press conference in Kenton County, Energy and Envi-
ronement Secretary Len Peters announced a $2 million 
grant to Kenton County Public Schools for the pur-
chase of solar panels for the upcoming Turkey Foot   

 More than 20 Kentucky schools participated in the Kentucky Green and Healthy 
Schools and the Kentucky National Energy Education Development (NEED)
Project’s Third Annual Youth Summit on May 13 at the Convention Center in 
Frankfort.  
 
Wingo Elementary School and Henry Clay High School were honored at the 
event for completing the highest level of the Kentucky Green and Healthy 
Schools program. Summit View Elementary, Bullitt Lick Middle School, and the 
Energy Technology Career Academy have gone on to become winners at the na-
tional level and will be recognized in Washington, DC on June 28, 2010 at the 
Yates Auditorium, Department of Interior, at the 30th Anuual NEED Youth 
Awards for Energy Achievement National Recognition Ceremonies. 
 
During the summit, participating schools set up presentations and demonstrated 
their schools’ energy projects. Students gave demonstrations of  the different 
types of energy used in Kentucky, as well as clean energy technologies that are 
new to many businesses, schools and organizations in the state. Students were 
able to showcase the knowledge they’ve gained through Kentucky Green and 
Healthy Schools and NEED and how this knowledge is being put to use to green 
their school. First Lady Jane Beshear and Kentucky Department of Education 
Commission Dr. Terry Holliday were two of the special guests who dropped by 
for the student’s presentations. For more pictures, visit DEDI’s Facebook page. 

Mrs. Beshear was greeted by Richardsville  
Elementary students. 

Green and Healthy Schools & NEED Host Youth Awards Summit 

East Carter students explain the benefits of CFL bulbs to 
First Lady Jane Beshear and Dr. Terry Holliday, 

 Commissioner of the 
Kentucky Department of Education 

Watch the First Lady’s  
Announcement 

First Lady Jane Beshear Announces Net-Zero Energy Schools Grants 
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Upcoming Recovery Act Events 

 
 
 
Gov. Steve Beshear announced the award of more than $787,000 in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding to four 
Kentucky companies.  The funding will be used to replace old, inefficient lighting with advanced energy efficient fixtures in existing Ken-
tucky commercial facilities. 
 

Companies receiving ARRA funds for lighting retrofit projects include: Montaplast of North America Inc. in Frankfort ($280,500); Florida 
Tile Inc. in Lawrenceburg ($162,500); General Electric Company, Aviation Division in Madisonville ($200,000); and Sekisui Specialty 
Chemicals America LLC in Calvert City ($144,170). 
 

“I am pleased to announce the award of more than $787,000 in federal stimulus money to help four Kentucky companies reduce energy 
consumption and remain competitive in our current challenging economy,” said Gov. Beshear. “The Department for Energy Development 
and Independence and the Cabinet for Economic Development have partnered  to secure this money from the U.S. Department of Energy 
and make it available to businesses.  Energy efficiency and economic development are closely linked, and we will continue to look for ways 
to work together with the private sector in these important areas.” 
 
 

Companies were selected through a competitive Request for Proposal (RFP) process, administered by the Cabinet for Economic Develop-
ment.  The cabinet will provide 50 percent of the funds needed to complete the lighting upgrades and each company will provide the addi-
tional funding required to complete its project.  
 

While each project differs slightly, all four will save energy and reduce operating costs.  For example, Florida Tile will replace lighting that is 
nearly 40 years old, currently pulling between 400 and 1,000 watts for each fixture.  New energy-efficient fixtures will use only 200 watts, 
while producing more lumens, resulting in 30 percent fewer fixtures.  Florida Tile is expected to save 74 percent on lighting costs. 

The Kentucky Agricultural Development Board, chaired by Governor Steve Beshear, approved  
Commonwealth Agri-Energy LLC for $115,000 in Kentucky Agricultural Development Funds 
($100,000 state / $10,000 Christian County  / $5,000 Todd County) and $100,000 in American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds to reduce the amount of electricity required for the ethanol 
plant's cooling system.   
 

“Farming and energy are two keystones of Kentucky industry and its future, and can have a mutually 
beneficial relationship,” said Gov. Beshear. “With the help of the Kentucky Agricultural Development 
Fund, we are positioning agriculture to be a leader in the development of alternative energy sources.” 
 

This project will allow Quarry Lake water to be utilized as cooling water for the plant's cooling proc-
ess systems.  This change in operations will result in significant energy savings, as well as cost savings 
in the plant’s operations. Commonwealth Agri-Energy is 100 percent farmer-owned with 3,000 farmer 
members. 
 

“Gov. Beshear’s Intelligent Energy Choices for Kentucky’s Future:  Kentucky’s 7-Point Energy Strategy emphasizes the importance of new strate-
gies for producing and consuming energy,” said Roger Thomas, executive director of the Governor’s Office of Agricultural Pol-
icy.  “Through various projects, such as this one, Kentucky agriculture is playing an important role in Kentucky’s energy strategy.” 
 

The Multi-County Agricultural Energy Initiative is a program that encourages regional collaboration by providing a 1:1 match with 
ARRA funds and state Agricultural Development Funds for agriculturally related renewable energy projects.  This program is the re-
sult of the partnership between Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy and the Department for Energy Development and Inde-
pendence. 
 

 
Save Energy Now Workshops 

June 9, Louisville 
June 16, Bowling Green 

 
KY NEED Energy Tour 
June 14-18, Eastern KY 

 
School Energy Managers Program Orientation 

July 7-9, Lexington 

 
Department of Local Government 

Bell Cheese Event 
June 25, Litchfield 

 
Kentucky Home Performance Kick-off 

July 22, Lexington 
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Governor Beshear Announces Lighting Retrofit Grants  

Commonwealth Agri-Energy Inc. Awarded Multi-County Agri-Energy Grant 
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In mid-May, Terry Parker joined the Finance and Administration Cabinet’s (FAC) Office of Facility 
Development and Efficiency thanks to Recovery funding. In the FAC’s Division of Efficiency, 
Terry is the project manager for the Commonwealth on Energy Saving Performance Contracts, and 
works with Energy Service Companies that implement the energy-saving retrofits to state facilities. 
Terry also works with FAC staff on administration of The Green Bank of Kentucky. 
 

Terry attended the University of Kentucky’s College of Architecture, receiving a BA of Architecture 
Design and has been a licensed architect since 1979. Terry retired from the Kentucky Horse Park’s 
Division of Engineering and Contract Administration. 
 

“Due to escalating energy costs, my new position allows me to work on energy conservation and 
efficiency design that started in the 60’s and 70’s, and sustainable projects that have entered the in-
dustry since the mid to late 90’s,” said Terry. “I’ve always been interested in energy conservation and 
efficiency. I’ve always believed...we are stewards of the earth and we must respect, replenish, and 
conserve our natural resources for future generations.” 
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Putting People to Work  

Terry Parker, Finance and Administration Cabinet 

Zach came to the Department for Energy Development and Independence (DEDI) in December 2009 as a 
fiscal manager for American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds. In DEDI’s fiscal office, Zach 
assists ARRA sub-recipients (DEDI’s partners)  with their budget preparations prior to contractual agree-
ment, and helps to train and assist recipients with monthly invoicing after their grant has begun. Zach also 
helps with processing payment documents to reimburse partners with their grant expenses, and monitors 
for budget adherence and adjustments when needed. Before coming to DEDI, Zach worked for the Ken-
tucky State Police and has also worked for the Kentucky Department of Parks, both in financial manage-
ment divisions. 
 
Zach received a BBA in Business Management from Eastern Kentucky University. 
 
“The infusion of ARRA funds into the Commonwealth of Kentucky assists in job creation and also assists 
in the development and long term sustainability of energy efficient behaviors throughout the state. As a 
fiscal manager for DEDI, monitoring the flow of ARRA funds and learning how the grant projects are 
improving our energy efficiency is very satisfying,” said Zach. “It is exciting to know I play a small part in 
improving the overall energy awareness for the citizens and businesses of the Commonwealth.” 

Zach Padgett, Department for Energy Development and Independence 

Terry Parker, FAC 

Faces of the Recovery Act 

Zach Padgett, DEDI 

Ray Whitener, KDHBC 

Ray Whitener, Kentucky Department of Housing, Building and Construction 

After a year-long hiatus from the Kentucky Department for Housing, Building, and Construction 
(KDHBC), Ray Whitener came on board as the Program Manager  for Energy Efficiency and Training 
grants. In this position, Ray develops implementation plans in conjunction with KDHBC personnel, 
coordinates reporting for the grants, and seeks new grant opportunities. Ray worked with KDHBC 
previously and before that worked for the City of Louisville. 
 
Ray earned his BA in history and political science from the University of Louisville. 
 
“We see our role at KDHBC as working in concert with the Department for Energy Development and 
Independence and other state agencies to contribute in the most positive way to the national energy 
policy and doing our part for the Governor’s state energy initiatives,” said Ray. “I enjoy working at 
KDHBC because I’m surrounded with a group of men and women dedicated to quality service and 
performance.” 

http://kentuckyatwork.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx�


 

 

Where Kentuckians Are Finding Value 
Kentucky Energy Efficient Appliance Rebate Program Reservation Summary 

500 Mero Street, 6th Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502. 564.7192 

The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or 
disability and provides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability 
an equal opportunity to participate in all services, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for En-
ergy Development and Independence at (800) 282-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky 
Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800) 648-
6056. Page 4 
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Visit our website: 
www.energy.ky.gov 

 

Energy Efficient Appliance Rebate Program Makes a Difference 
On April 22nd Governor Steve Beshear announced the kickoff of Kentucky’s Energy Efficient Appliance Rebate Program. Thanks to the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, the U.S. Department of Energy was able to award Kentucky 
$4 million to assist Kentuckians to replace old, energy wasting appliances with new ENERGY STAR 
qualified models. Citizens across the state took advantage of the opportunity.  
 
By the evening of May 21, one month after the program kickoff, all funds had been reserved and a re-
bate waiting list opened. Nearly 34,000 Kentuckians seized the opportunity to take steps in making their 
home more energy efficient.  
 
Pending availability of funds, residents may still apply for a rebate through the Kentucky Energy Effi-
cient Appliance Rebate Program or be placed on the waiting list by visiting 
www.KYappliancerebates.com or by calling the toll-free number 877-813-3669. 
 
The success of the Kentucky Energy Efficient Appliance Rebate Program is proof that Kentuckians 
have the desire to make their homes more efficient for the benefit of the environment and their wallet.  
 

DEDI is on Facebook! Come visit and be our fan! 
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