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A weekly update of energy issues & prices  

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  

 
Ky. students can apply for grants to save energy — Kentucky school students who work to save energy or make schools more energy 
efficient could receive $800 grants to pay for the projects. The Kentucky Green and Healthy Schools program funds may also be used to re-
duce school waste, conserve water or plant trees. The program is administered by the Kentucky Environmental Education Council using 
stimulus funds. The Education and Workforce Development Cabinet says that since the program began in the fall of 2009, 17 grants have 
been awarded. For more information, visit the Kentucky Green and Healthy Schools website at http://www.greenschools.ky.gov. (The Her-
ald-Leader, Jan. 25, 2011) 
 

State will oversee HVAC inspections — The state of Kentucky is taking the heat — and the cold — away from local building inspectors in 
one type of construction. Area builders and subcontractors met with local and state officials Monday night to find out what changes they will 
be required to make as the result of the implementation of new state regulations on HVAC installations in both residential and commercial 
new construction and in some existing buildings that have had a change of occupancy. David Honeycutt, Glasgow building and electrical in-
spector, and Jim Griffin, Barren County building and electrical inspector, talked with a room full of men in the construction trades concerned 
about what the changes will mean to their operations Monday night in Barren County Fiscal Court chambers. Also present were Arthur Ball, 
field supervisor of Region 3, Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction, and Tim England, state HVAC inspector. The four officials 
explained that going forward England will be responsible for issuing permits for the installation of HVAC systems. (Glasglow Times, Jan. 24, 
2011) 
 

Judge opposes class action in TVA coal ash suits — The Tennessee Valley Authority won another round in a court fight against lawsuits 
from the utility's huge coal ash spill, with a magistrate saying no to plaintiff lawyers who asked to seek damages in a class action. U.S. Magis-
trate Bruce Guyton recommended denying the class action status sought by attorneys for some of the 457 plaintiffs spread among about 50 
current lawsuits, and for any others waiting to sue. Since the Dec. 22, 2008, spill of 5.4 million cubic yards of toxin-laden sludge in the Emory 
River and on privately held land beside TVA's' Kingston Plant, the utility has negotiated buyouts of more than 170 properties and is continu-
ing a cleanup that is projected to cost $1.2 billion. "A class action is not superior to other available methods for fairly and efficiently adjudicat-
ing these cases," Guyton said in his recommendation. (The Courier-Journal, Jan. 20, 2011) 
 

Rep. Whitfield won't rule out support for a CES — A senior Republican on the House Energy and Commerce Committee said that he 
remains open to considering a clean energy standard that would join clean coal and nuclear power with renewable electricity sources, despite a 
leaked document that describes the panel as against "energy technology mandates that must be met regardless of cost." Rep. Ed Whitfield (R-
Ky.), chairman of the panel's energy and power subcommittee, said he would "certainly be willing to talk about" a clean energy standard, or 
CES, which has won favorable notice from a diverse crop of policymakers including Energy Secretary Steven Chu and Sen. Lindsey Graham 
(R-S.C.). The openness of House Republicans to a CES was clouded by a document leaked yesterday that summarized the Energy and Com-
merce agenda for the 112th Congress and put the panel on record as opposing "energy technology mandates." Such language appeared to rule 
out a renewable energy standard (RES) that would commit electric utilities to generating a certain threshold of their power from clean sources 
such as solar or wind. (www.eenews.net/Greenwire, Jan. 24, 2011) 
 

State opposes motion to intervene in coal water case — Calling environmentalists' demands "an unwarranted burden," the state Energy 
and Environment Cabinet has opposed a motion by eight groups and individuals to intervene in a $660,000 settlement with coal companies 
ICG and Frasure Creek Mining. Public commenting on the settlement, ordered last month by Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip Shepherd, ended 
Wednesday with dozens of comments submitted to the court. In the latest court filings, the cabinet called allegations that the state did a poor 
job of investigating complaints "bordering on specious" and said the environmental groups have no standing to join a suit in state courts over 
alleged violations of federal law. A hearing on whether the environmental groups may intervene in the case is set for Thursday. (The Herald-
Leader, Jan. 21, 2011) 
 

Green Castle Baptist Church earns ENERGY STAR —  During a Sunday service at Louisville’s Green Castle Baptist Church, Richard 
Wilson had an epiphany — but it wasn't of the biblical kind. Sitting in a pew, he noticed the church's light bulbs and thought, “We might be 
operating a very efficient facility.” Turns out, he was right, thanks to small touches like compact fluorescent bulbs and energy-efficient equip-
ment that heats and cools only the rooms that need it. Last summer, the church became the first house of worship in Kentucky to receive an 
ENERGY STAR from the Environmental Protection Agency, and only the ninth in the nation to receive one. On Jan. 29, a group from Ken-
tucky Interfaith Power and Light will tour the facility to learn more about its energy saving measures. (Courier-Journal, Jan. 26, 2011) 
 

These are media summaries. Please consult sources directly to ensure accuracy of  information presented. Underlined titles are links to online articles in their entirety. 
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Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 

 
Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA,  

 

 
    
 

 
 

 
   Source: Propane and Heating Oil: http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_wfr_dcus_nus_w.htm  
 
Wholesale Fuel Prices 

   
    Source: Wall Street Journal 
 
 

 
    Source:  CME Group        
 

          *Information not available at time of publication 

The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or disability and pro-
vides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to partici-
pate in all services, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for Energy Development and Independence at (800) 282
-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf 
(TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800) 648-6056. 

Product 1/27/11 1/21/11 1/13/11 1/07/11 Year Ago 

 

Futures   February-11 March-11 April-11 

 01/26/11 * 87.33 89.35 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 01/20/11 88.86 89.59 90.96 
 Light Sweet Crude Oil 01/12/11 91.86 92.87 93.74 

 01/26/11 4.491 4.501 4.508 

Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 01/20/11 4.695 4.692 4.677 
 Henry-Hub 

01/12/11 4.531 4.526 4.522 
 01/26/11 1.327 1.270 1.225 

Propane (Dollars per gallon) 01/20/11 1.332 1.270 1.219 
Mt Belvieu (OPIS)  01/12/11 1.355 1.295 1.244 

 01/26/11 73.70 73.42 73.78 
Coal (Dollars per ton) 01/20/11 74.27 73.72 73.25 

Central Appalachian 01/12/11 75.50 75.92 76.27 

Spot Prices 1/27/11 1/20/11 1/13/11 1/06/11 Year Ago 
Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 87.33 88.86 91.86 88.38 73.67 

West Texas Intermediate, fob      
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 4.410 4.610 4.545 4.490 5.425 

Henry-Hub      

Product 1/27/11 1/21/11 1/13/11 1/07/11 Year Ago 
Gasoline (State avg.) 3.030 3.096 3.609 3.062 2.567 

Ashland 3.100 3.125 3.163 3.200 2.619 
Covington 3.055 3.135 3.105 3.089 2.616 
Lexington 2.979 3.096 3.077 3.058 2.498 
Louisville 2.996 3.109 3.067 3.044 2.501 

Owensboro 2.961 3.021 3.035 3.032 2.555 
Diesel (State avg.) 3.355 3.343 3.258 3.247 2.798 

Ashland 3.373 3.380 3.293 3.303 2.825 
Covington 3.336 3.316 3.251 3.274 2.799 
Lexington 3.349 3.345 3.251 3.240 2.818 

Louisville 3.347 3.335 3.224 3.202 2.794 
Owensboro 3.268 3.297 3.238 3.244 2.777 

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  

Product 1/24/11 Year Ago 

Heating Oil (dollars per gallon) 3.037 2.428 
Propane (dollars per gallon) 2.562 2.419 

1/03/11 

2.953 
2.487 

1/10/11 

2.952 
2.525 

1/17/11 

2.976 
2.542 
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