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First Lady tours Richardsville Elementary

Gas prices are about more than just oil

Hybird joins school’s bus fleet

First Lady Jane Beshear was in town when stimulus money was first given to build Richardsville Elementary.  On Tuesday, she 
returned to tour the only Net-Zero school in the nation. “To be able to see it actually in the real, and to see the students and the
school, I was just truly amazed,” said Mrs. Beshear. The students were the ones who gave her the tour telling her how they are
saving energy from the floors, to the walls, to the solar tubes for natural lighting. “The way the school was constructed, just differ-
ent things,” said Mrs. Beshear. “Using bamboo for the flooring of the gym, to the kitchen and the preparation equipment for the 
food. Not only is it energy efficient, but it’s also healthy.” (WBKO-Bowling Green, March, 2011)

When Jay Ricker, owner of the BP gas station off Interstate 70 in Plainfield, Ind., set the price of unleaded gasoline at $3.44 per 
gallon on Monday of last week, it was 4 cents higher than the Friday before. That alone might have been irritating to drivers paying 
the highest gas prices in more than two years. It was even more so because it happened on a day when the price of crude oil, which 
is used to make gasoline, fell almost $1 a barrel. “It’s up 20 cents one day, down 10 cents the next day,” says Oscar Elmore, a courier
who was filling up his Ford Taurus at a RaceTrac service station in Dallas recently. “It sounds kinda fishy to me.” Gas prices rise 
when oil prices rise, and fall when oil prices fall - except when they don’t. What you pay at your gas station depends on an array of 
factors, from what happens on an exchange in New York to what the competition is charging. (Herald-Leader, March 7, 2011)

A new hybrid electric school bus capable of improving fuel efficiency from 7 to 11 mpg (a 47% increase) has joined the fleet of 
46 traditional school buses in Trigg County. The hybrid electric school bus, manufactured by Thomas Built Buses with the Eaton 
Hybrid System, was delivered Monday. (The Paducah Sun, March 9, 2011)

A snapshot of state and national energy issues

Three cities will receive energy audit grant

UK stats give Ky. Dept. for Energy a boost

Renewable energy discussion in Frankfort

Three cities in Knott County are getting a $375,000 grant to do energy audits in public buildings. Governor Steve Beshear made 
the announcement Wednesday afternoon. The money will go towards energy efficiency improvements at the Caney Community 
Center, the Human Services Center in Hindman, and the Beckham Combs Community Center. “We can save a lot of energy by 
just being efficient and conserving energy. Doing this in public buildings is going to save the taxpayers a lot of money because we’ll 
hold the energy costs down,” Governor Steve Beshear said. (WKYT-Lexington, March 2, 2011)

Kentucky Department for Energy Development and Independence (DEDI) policy analysts Aron Patrick and Alan Waddell were 
working intensely to complete the department’s first edition of the Kentucky Energy Profile in mid-2010, when they encountered 
a problem of powerful proportion. Since 1990, two federal agencies, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and the En-
ergy Information Administration (EIA), have shared the responsibility of monitoring fuel shipments to electric generating facilities
within the United States. Waddell and Patrick collected and processed all of the national data, carving out the information that 
reflected Kentucky’s involvement, but they still found problems. Basically, Patrick and Waddell needed a statistical model to 
predict coal shipment origins and characteristics in circumstances where that information wasn’t available. “I knew just who to 
call,” laughed Patrick. “UK has the expertise that we just don’t have access to.” UK statistics professor Patrick Breheny took DEDI’s 
charge this past fall with his second year graduate students, and his students were capable of overcoming Patrick’s data issues, after 
receiving a sample set of shipment receipts to analyze. (UK Now News, March 7, 2011)

Even as the hearing on renewable energy got underway, the lawmaker who represents Kentucky’s leading coal producing county 
spoke out in defense of the resource. “Coal is probably the hottest, most useful energy sources that there is and we cannot do 
efficient energy without it,” said Leslie Combs. Leslie Combs, who represents Pike County, also represents the biggest challenge 
facing advocates of alternative energies. Coal miners, coal companies and the people who do business with those companies have a 
lot of political clout. And very few want to see any action that could reduce demand for coal. Still, Combs, who chairs the Tour-
ism Development and Energy committee, added she is open to ideas that can benefit Kentucky’s people. In addition to promoting 
renewable energies like solar, wind and biofuels, the Clean Energy Opportunities Act’ also seeks to enhance energy efficiency. For 
example, it would help low income families weather-proof their homes. Jason Bailey, who’s with the Mountain Association for 
Community Economic Development, spoke to the committee.(WEKU News, March 3, 2011)

http://www.centralkynews.com/jessaminejournal/news/ws-alltech-highlights-algae-plant-20110224,0,1605018.story
http://www.wbko.com/home/headlines/First_Lady_Tours_Richardsville_Elementary_117624938.html?storySection=story
http://www.kentucky.com/2011/03/07/1661441/gas-prices-are-about-more-than.html
http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110227/NEWS01/302270094/Kentucky-schools-save-energy-cut-costs&odyssey=tab|topnews|text|Home
http://www.paducahsun.com/local-news/todays-news/438644-hybird-joins-schools-bus-fleet
http://www.stateenergyreport.com/getting-to-zero-schools-push-the-envelope-in-cutting-edge-efficiency-design/
http://uknow.uky.edu/node/14992
http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/weku/news.newsmain/article/0/1/1770832/Central.and.Eastern.Kentucky/Renewable.Energy.Discussion.in.Frankfort


 The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, age, religion or disability and provides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids 
and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to participate in all services, programs 
and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for Energy Development and Indepen-
dence at (800) 282-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay 
Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, 
call (800) 648-6056.
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Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA, 

Source: Propane and Heating Oil: http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_wfr_dcus_nus_w.htm 

Wholesale Fuel Prices

Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 

    Source: Wall Street Journal

    Source:  CME Group  

Product 3/10/2011 3/3/2011 2/25/2011 2/18/2011 Year Ago
Gasoline (State avg.) 3.445 3.4 3.254 3.127 2.702

Ashland 3.401 3.462 3.35 3.167 2.691
Covington 3.478 3.446 3.298 3.133 2.709
Lexington 3.431 3.407 3.285 3.165 2.686
Louisville 3.407 3.403 3.272 3.165 2.702

Owensboro 3.432 3.347 3.184 3.063 2.646

Diesel (State avg.) 3.849 3.692 3.537 3.455 2.825
Ashland 3.852 3.673 3.519 3.459 2.872

Covington 3.885 3.705 3.528 3.392 2.795
Lexington 3.862 3.694 3.541 3.464 2.818
Louisville 3.849 3.671 3.491 3.429 2.789

Owensboro 3.823 3.716 3.571 3.479 2.839

Product 3/7/2011 2/28/2011 2/21/2011 2/14/2011 Year Ago
Heating Oil (dollars per gallon) 3.494 3.755 3.144 3.132 2.535

Propane (dollars per gallon) 2.598 2.857 2.57 2.574 2.422

Spot Prices 3/10/2011 3/2/2011 2/25/2011 2/17/2011 Year Ago

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 104.38 102.23 95.98 86.36 82.09
West Texas Intermediate, fob

Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 3.815 3.795 3.83 3.878 4.435
Henry-Hub

Futures 11-Apr 11-May 11-Jun
3/9/2011 104.38 105.61 106.3

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 3/2/2011 102.23 103.48 104.03
 Light Sweet Crude Oil 2/24/2011 97.28 98.74 *

3/9/2011 3.93 3.986 4.046
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 3/2/2011 3.818 3.894 3.961

 Henry-Hub 2/24/2011 3.872 3.94 *

3/9/2011 1.439 1.363 1.337
Propane (Dollars per gallon) 3/2/2011 1.441 1.383 1.377

Mt Belvieu (OPIS)  2/24/2011 1.362 1.357 *

3/9/2011 71.75 72.11 72.21
Coal (Dollars per ton) 3/2/2011 69.07 69.19 69.34

Central Appalachian 2/24/2011 66.47 66.52 *

Kentucky Energy Watch

http://fuelgaugereport.aaa.com/?redirectto=http://fuelgaugereport.opisnet.com/KYavg.asp
http://online.wsj.com/mdc/public/page/2_3023-cashprices.html?mod=topnav_2_3012
http://www.cmegroup.com/daily_bulletin/Section61_Energy_Futures_Products_2011046.pdf
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://energy.ky.gov

