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MSHA chief urges new law to protect miners

Obama sets out energy future for less dependency on oil

East Kentucky Power, partners begin discussion on efficiency, renewable energy

The head of the Mine Safety and Health Administration renewed his call Thursday for tougher legislation to protect miners, nearly 
a year after an explosion killed 29 men at a West Virginia coal mine. MSHA Director Joe Main told a Senate panel that his agency 
has made progress in fixing flaws in the enforcement system that came to light after the disaster. But he said new legislation would 
make it easier for the government to shut down problem mines, impose tougher criminal penalties and protect whistleblowers. 
“This committee has a long history of standing up for our nation’s miners,” Main told the Senate Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions Committee. “I hope you do so again and pass new mine safety legislation and quickly.” (The Courier Journal, March 31, 
2011)

President Barack Obama has vowed to reduce US oil imports by one-third in little more than a decade. He said in a speech in 
Washington that America had to “get serious” about a secure and affordable energy future. Higher oil prices are threatening to 
hamper US economic recovery and there is growing dissatisfaction among car drivers with pump prices. Mr. Obama said the US 
must move towards getting 80% of its electricity from non-oil sources by 2035. “We cannot keep going from shock to trance on the 
issue of energy security, rushing to propose action when gas prices rise, then hitting the snooze button when they fall again,” he 
said during a speech at Georgetown University. (BBC News, March 30, 2011)

East Kentucky Power Cooperative launched the first in a series of wide-scale talks with environmental groups Tuesday in an effort 
to expand renewable energy and efficiency programs at the wholesale electricity provider. Called the Demand Side Management 
and Renewable Energy Collaborative, the project is required under a deal that East Kentucky Power inked with the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office and environmental organizations last year. That’s when the cooperative jettisoned plans for a controversial coal-fired 
power plant in southern Clark County. The meeting brought together representatives of EKPC’s 16 distribution cooperatives along 
with the Sierra Club, the Kentucky Environmental Foundation and Kentuckians for the Commonwealth. (The Winchester Sun, 
March 29, 2011)

A snapshot of state and national energy issues

Glasgow High School students design solar car

Kentucky churches battle design to find energy savings

Obama Pushes Energy Savings From ‘Clean Fleets’

A Glasgow High School student was challenged by his teacher to build an electric car. Daniel Cambron, a senior, who aspires to
be an electrical engineer, accepted the challenge. Instead of building a typical electric car that runs off battery power, Cambron
wanted to build one that utilized solar power. “We looked into different options and I decided the best option was to split it in
two separate phases and to build solar panels to put on the roof and to build a separate electric car and have the panels indirectly 
power the car,” Cambron said. Cambron chose to power the car with solar energy because of its popularity as an alternative energy 
source. “We were hoping to kind of show the community about the prospects of solar energy and electric vehicles because you 
hear on the news all the time about how alternative energy is the way to go and we wanted to experiment with it,” Cambron said.
(Glasgow Daily Times Times, March 27, 2011)

Aaron Tornes and Doc Manning opened the doors of the octagonal sanctuary of Lampton Baptist Church, revealing a visual feast 
of architectural flourishes — light flooding through antique stainedglass windows, a pulpit framed by a carving of a massive eagle 
and organ pipes towering in front of pews that can seat as many as 1,400 people. But on this day, Tornes and Manning were fo-
cused on more prosaic details of the century-old building. They checked light fixtures and thermostats, measured the power needs 
of the electric piano and searched crawl spaces to determine how much insulation is there. They were trying to help find ways to 
save energy and costs at the Old Louisville church, which, like many historic houses of worship, is long on beauty and short on
energy efficiency. Finding a way to cut a monthly LG&E bill that can be as high as $4,000 “would be a good thing for the church,” 
said Roberta Alston, who chairs the trustees at Lampton Baptist, a congregation of about 200 people. “It will help us out in many 
ways.” (The Courier Journal, March 27, 2011)

President Obama is joining with FedEx, U.P.S. and several other major companies whose vehicles are familiar sights on America’s 
roadways to promote a new administration initiative encouraging businesses to operate commercial fleets that burn less gasoline 
and diesel fuel. Two days after Mr. Obama set a national goal of cutting oil imports by one-third by 2025, in a speech at George-
town University, he was scheduled to travel on Friday to a shipping center in Landover, Md., just outside Washington, to view new 
“clean fleets” belonging to the two delivery giants and to AT&T, PepsiCo and Verizon. (New York Times, April 1, 2011)

http://www.centralkynews.com/jessaminejournal/news/ws-alltech-highlights-algae-plant-20110224,0,1605018.story
http://www.courier-journal.com/article/20110331/NEWS01/303310070/1008/NEWS/MSH
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-12912730
http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110227/NEWS01/302270094/Kentucky-schools-save-energy-cut-costs&odyssey=tab|topnews|text|Home
http://www.centralkynews.com/...chestersun/news/ws-east-kentucky-power-partners-begin-discussion-on-efficiency-renewable-energy-20110330,0,4237425.story
http://glasgowdailytimes.com/local/x106228979/Glasgow-High-School-students-design-solar-car
http://www.courier-journal.com/article/2011303270080
http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/04/01/obama-pushes-energy-savings-from-clean-fleets/


 The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, age, religion or disability and provides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids 
and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to participate in all services, programs 
and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for Energy Development and Indepen-
dence at (800) 282-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay 
Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, 
call (800) 648-6056.
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Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA, 

Source: Propane and Heating Oil: http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_wfr_dcus_nus_w.htm 

Wholesale Fuel Prices

Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 

    Source: Wall Street Journal

    Source:  CME Group  

Product 4/1/2011 3/24/2011 3/17/2011 3/10/2011 Year Ago

Gasoline (State avg.) 3.6 3.489 3.49 3.445 2.761
Ashland 3.648 3.537 3.535 3.401 2.758

Covington 3.627 3.551 3.542 3.478 2.859
Lexington 3.615 3.506 3.511 3.431 2.744
Louisville 3.637 3.519 3.51 3.407 2.819

Owensboro 3.484 3.419 3.419 3.432 2.67

Diesel (State avg.) 3.893 3.861 3.862 3.849 2.887
Ashland 3.912 3.85 3.844 3.852 2.906

Covington 3.93 3.891 3.898 3.885 2.9
Lexington 3.9 3.86 3.872 3.862 2.892
Louisville 3.881 3.848 3.857 3.846 2.877

Owensboro 3.853 3.828 3.848 3.823 2.843

Product 4/1/2011 3/24/2011 3/14/2011 3/7/2011 Year Ago
Heating Oil (dollars per gallon) * * 3.521 3.494 *

Propane (dollars per gallon) * * 2.574 2.598 *

Spot Prices 3/31/2011 3/23/2011 3/16/2011 3/10/2011 Year Ago

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 106.72 105.25 97.98 104.38 84.87
West Texas Intermediate, fob

Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 4.295 4.205 3.843 3.815 3.725
Henry-Hub

Futures 11-May 11-Jun 11-Jul
3/31/2011 106.72 107.24 107.71

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 3/23/2011 105.75 106.21 *
 Light Sweet Crude Oil 3/16/2011 98.95 99.589 *

3/31/2011 4.389 4.458 4.533
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 3/23/2011 4.412 4.477 *

 Henry-Hub 3/16/2011 4.01 4.079 *

3/31/2011 1.372 1.376 1.383
Propane (Dollars per gallon) 3/23/2011 1.41 1.411 *

Mt Belvieu (OPIS)  3/16/2011 1.353 1.356 *

3/31/2011 77.75 77.75 77.88
Coal (Dollars per ton) 3/23/2011 77.02 76.82 *

Central Appalachian 3/16/2011 75.5 75.75 *
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http://fuelgaugereport.aaa.com/?redirectto=http://fuelgaugereport.opisnet.com/KYavg.asp
http://online.wsj.com/mdc/public/page/2_3023-cashprices.html?mod=topnav_2_3012
http://www.cmegroup.com/daily_bulletin/Section61_Energy_Futures_Products_2011046.pdf
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://energy.ky.gov

