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A snapshot of state and national energy issues

LG&E and KU launch new fridge and freezer recycling program 

West Carter Middle School students win top honors for saving energy

Ky. PSC approves new PPL gas-fired power plant

Three local schools receive Green and Healthy School awards

Want to go green? AAA recommends ways to make a difference behind the wheel

Let the utilities properly recycle your energy hog -- and give you $30 in return.  If you’re still running that empty 1980s refrigerator 
in the basement for sporadic holiday leftovers or the five-pound container of pimento cheese from your Derby brunch last weekend, 
kick start spring cleaning and properly recycle that energy guzzler through LG&E and KU’s new Fridge and Freezer Recycling Pro-
gram.  While you’re at it, let LG&E and Kentucky Utilities Company give you $30 in return for reducing your energy consumption 
and properly recycling your appliance.  An inefficient refrigerator may be near and dear to your heart, but it could be sucking up 
nearly one month’s worth of your energy usage by chugging year-round to keep its cool. (WDRB.com – May 8, 2012)

Eighth-grade students at West Carter Middle School have had an unusual homework assignment: save their parents’ money.  The 
students have been learning ways to conserve energy and have taken those lessons back to their homes to put into practice. It’s paid 
off in more ways that one.  “We used to have the thermostat at 68, but we’ve bumped it up to 72,” said eighth-grader Jacob Perkins 
who has been checking thermostats and swapping out light bulbs for weeks. “It’s saving money, and it’s great for the environment.”  
America’s Home Energy Education Challenge encourages families to conserve.  (WSAZ News Channel 3 – May 4, 2012)

The Kentucky Public Service Commission on Thursday approved the construction of a natural gas-fired generating plant at LG&E’s 
Cane Run facility in Louisville and the purchase of an existing plant in Oldham County. The approval clears the way for LG&E to 
start building a $583 million plant. LG&E and Kentucky Utilities estimated a $110 million purchase price for the 495-megawatt Blue-
grass Generation plant in LaGrange. PPL Corp. is the parent company for LG&E and Kentucky Utilities.  The commission disagreed 
with environmental interests, who said the two companies could meet power needs through a combination of wind power and more 
aggressive demand reduction efforts. The new plant, expected to be online by 2015, will bring LG&E in line with new Environmental 
Protection Agency rules requiring several of the company’s older, coal-fired units, about 13 percent of the utilities’ coal fleet, to be 
retired by 2016.  (CBS Money Watch – May 3, 2012)

More than 200 students and teachers buzzed with excitement as they set up exhibits showcasing their environmental projects at the 
Frankfort Convention Center on May 2 for the Kentucky Green & Healthy Schools (KGHS) and Kentucky National Energy Educa-
tion Development (NEED) Project Youth Summit and Awards luncheon.  “My students and I can hardly wait to see the different 
ideas and projects completed by students across Kentucky,” said Darleen Horton, the environmental magnet coordinator at Cane 
Run Elementary in Jefferson County. “Engaging our students in real-world problem solving at our school makes learning fun, while 
building teamwork and critical thinking skills.”  Kentucky First Lady Jane Beshear said, “With all of our school districts facing budget 
cuts, every penny matters. I am impressed at the initiative shown by so many students and teachers. Through their efforts, many 
districts have saved enough money on energy costs to purchase new textbooks or keep a teacher in the classroom.”  (SurfKY News 
Group – May 4, 2012)

Kentucky still isn’t exactly a hotbed of solar-powered energy. In the latest estimates, the state government says 92 percent of the state’s 
power came from coal last year, and solar didn’t even show up on the chart. But even so, one new brewery in Louisville is relying on 
the sun to power its beer-brewing process.  Apocalypse Brew Works held a soft opening late last month.  Eight new beers were on 
tap, and all were made possible through the rows of solar panels on the brewery’s roof.  “We brewed last night, and we actually had 
too much hot water.”  (WFPL News – May 7, 2012)

Hoping to decrease your carbon footprint and live a greener life? What and how you drive is a large part of your daily carbon foot-
print. Electric engines, several hybrid options and even traditional internal combustion engines have become more efficient and emit 
fewer greenhouse gasses. Even if you’re not in the market for a new car, AAA has tips to help you get the best efficiency and minimize 
greenhouse gasses no matter what you drive.  “There has been an influx of ‘green’ technologies by automakers into the market, which 
is great for consumers seeking a more environmentally-conscious choice for their next vehicle purchase,” said John Nielsen, AAA’s 
Director of Automotive Engineering and Repair. “Additionally, motorists not currently in the market for a new car can also make a 
difference by simply adjusting driving habits.” (Market Watch – May 9, 2012)

New Louisville brewery relies on solar energy

http://www.wdrb.com/story/18174447/lge-and-ku-launch-new-fridge-and-freezer-recycling-program
http://www.wsaz.com/news/headlines/West_Carter_Middle_School_Students_Win_Top_Honors_For_Saving_Energy__150239065.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-505244_162-57427375/ky-psc-approves-new-ppl-gas-fired-power-plant/
http://surfky.com/index.php/communities/henderson/55-local-hopkins-top-news/14354-three-local-schools-receive-green-and-healthy-schools-awards
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/want-to-go-green-aaa-recommends-ways-to-make-a-difference-behind-the-wheel-2012-05-09
http://www.wfpl.org/2012/05/07/new-louisville-brewery-relies-on-solar-energy/


 The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, age, religion or disability and provides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids 
and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to participate in all services, programs 
and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for Energy Development and Indepen-
dence at (800) 282-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay 
Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, 
call (800) 648-6056.
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Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA, 

Wholesale Fuel Prices

Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 
Product 5/10/2012 5/3/2012 4/26/2012 4/19/2012 Year Ago
Gasoline (State avg.) 3.609 3.706 3.787 3.89 3.859

Ashland 3.651 3.72 3.752 3.845 3.854
Covington 3.71 3.745 3.825 3.928 3.975
Lexington 3.559 3.664 3.769 3.918 3.849
Louisville 3.631 3.728 3.794 3.923 3.844

Owensboro 3.617 3.723 3.797 3.868 3.911

Diesel (State avg.) 3.993 4.033 4.041 4.084 4.043
Ashland 4.003 4.054 4.069 4.107 4.079

Covington 4.008 4.07 4.069 4.104 4.04
Lexington 3.993 4.03 4.04 4.098 4.046
Louisville 3.995 4.013 4.018 4.055 4.043

Owensboro 4.017 4.06 4.085 4.123 4.048

Spot Prices 5/9/2012 5/2/2012 4/25/2012 4/18/2012 Year Ago
Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 96.81 105.22 104.12 102.67 98.21

West Texas Intermediate, fob

Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 2.368 2.288 1.998 1.859 4.185
Henry-Hub

Futures 12-Jun 12-Jul 12-Aug
5/9/2012 96.81 97.15 97.42

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 5/2/2012 105.22 105.58 105.83
 Light Sweet Crude Oil 4/25/2012 * 104.12 104.50

5/9/2012 2.465 2.55 2.61

Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 5/2/2012 2.253 2.354 2.426
 Henry-Hub 4/25/2012 2.068 2.17 2.286

5/9/2012 1.005 1.01 1.02
Propane (Dollars per gallon) 5/2/2012 1.09 1.093 1.1

Mt Belvieu (OPIS) 4/25/2012 1.184 1.188 1.194
5/9/2012 52.28 59.05 59.63

Coal (Dollars per ton) 5/2/2012 57.87 58.33 59.25
Central Appalachian 4/25/2012 56.82 57.62 58.68

Kentucky Energy Watch
Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet

Product 3/19/2012 3/12/2012 3/5/2012 2/27/2012 Year Ago

Heating Oil (dollars per gallon) 4.112 4.105 4.1 4.108 3.878

Propane (dollars per gallon) 2.869 2.868 2.867 2.867 2.857

Source: the U.S. Energy Information Administration

Source: the Wall Street Journal

* - Information Not AvailableSource: CME Group

http://fuelgaugereport.aaa.com/?redirectto=http://fuelgaugereport.opisnet.com/KYavg.asp
http://www.energystar.gov
http://energy.ky.gov
http://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_wfr_dcus_nus_w.htm
http://online.wsj.com/mdc/public/page/2_3023-cashprices.html?mod=topnav_2_3012
http://www.cmegroup.com/daily_bulletin/Section61_Energy_Futures_Products_2012090.pdf

