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A weekly update of energy issues & prices  

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  

 
EPA recognizes leaders in energy efficiency: Winners save energy and money through ENERGY STAR program — The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) honored a select group of manufacturers, retailers, public schools, hospitals, real estate compa-
nies, home builders and other organizations as 2010 ENERGY STAR award winners. These organizations are recognized for their long-
term commitment to fighting climate change through greater energy efficiency. Kentucky awardees include: Toyota, GE Appliances & 
Lighting, FetterGroup, Louisville-Jefferson County Metro Government, and Kentucky National Energy Education Development 
(NEED). (EPA Press Release, March 18, 2010)  
 

First LEED hotel in Kentucky — Boone Tavern, which celebrated its centennial last year, may be painted white, but according to the 
U.S. Green Building Council, it is “green.” Berea College announced that the historic hotel and restaurant had taken a step into the future 
by becoming the first Kentucky hotel to win Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification from the Green 
Building Council. The tavern was built in 1909 as a campus guest house and acquired a national reputation for traditional hospitality and 
fine dining that continues to be recognized by travel guides such as Fodor’s and restaurant guides such Duncan Hines. It also is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places and in Historic Hotels of America. An upgrade of the tavern’s insulation, lighting, heating, cool-
ing and cooking systems were completed as part of a $11.3 million renovation last spring. The reduced energy demand has lowered the 
building’s operating costs, said Tim Jordan, Berea College spokesperson. (The Richmond Register, March 11, 2010) 
 

Alternative-energy requirement slows in state House — Legislation that would force utilities to supply electricity that comes from 
renewable sources like wind and the sun is running into trouble in the Kentucky House — even after lawmakers added provisions to help 
new coal technologies. The recently introduced House Bill 3 had been scheduled for a hearing and possible vote in the Natural Resources 
and Environment Committee Thursday, but it was pulled from the agenda at the last minute. “It’s a work in progress,” said the commit-
tee’s chairman, Rep. Jim Gooch, DProvidence. He said electric utilities are balking at being told what kind of electricity they may have to 
produce or purchase. Also, some lawmakers don’t want to force on consumers energy generated from renewable sources such as wind, 
solar, water and crops. The bill, introduced by House Majority Floor Leader Rocky Adkins, D-Sandy Hook, would also give a boost to 
technologies such as coal-to-gas and injecting carbon dioxide from coal plants deep underground. And utilities wouldn’t have to buy the 
renewable or alternative fuel electricity if it was more than three percent more expensive than buying it from conventional sources. Gov. 
Steve Beshear backs the bill, saying it would save energy, boost renewable forms of energy while also supporting methods of using coal 
that cut down on its harmful emissions. Kentucky Energy and Environment Secretary Len Peters said Beshear administration officials, 
lawmakers, industry representatives and others are trying to keep the bill alive as the General Assembly approaches its final two weeks. 
(The Courier-Journal, March 11, 2010) 
 

How clean cars and climate policy can create jobs — Reducing America’s dependence on imported oil will not only enhance our 
national security; it will create substantially more jobs than continuing on our current path of waste and unsustainable resource use. Reen-
gineering the U.S. automobile fleet to use energy more efficiently will require new investments in advanced technology, increasing de-
mand for skilled labor. Instead of presenting a threat to the auto industry, reigning in reliance on oil and cutting pollution from fossil fuels 
can demonstrably create jobs, accelerate innovation, and increase demand for advanced manufacturing. It is clear that increasing Amer-
ica’s fuel economy can create more jobs, but which nations will capture the economic benefits of this shift to a more fuel-efficient fleet 
has yet to be determined. How Congress chooses to address comprehensive clean energy and climate legislation will strongly shape 
whether American workers enjoy the good jobs, competitive advantage, and sustained economic growth that will come with the move to 
a new clean energy economy. (Center for American Progress, March 17, 2010) 
 

Legislators pleased with coal academy — Although the future of coal may be uncertain within the federal political arena, it appears to 
have more of a solid backing among leaders in state government. That was evident during a recent Kentucky Coal Academy exhibition in 
Frankfort in which several of the commonwealth’s legislators not only expressed their support for the mine training program, but for the 
coal industry in general. (Harlan Daily Enterprise, March 18, 2010) 
 

Critics on both sides of coal mining debate assail EPA on mountaintop regulation — Critics on both sides of the heated debate 
over the regulation of mountaintop-removal coal mining lambasted U.S. EPA for its handling of the issue. At issue are Clean Water Act 
permits for mining that are being reviewed by EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers for their effects on Appalachian waters. The Corps 
issues such permits, but EPA has final oversight authority and veto power. (The New York Times, March 18, 2010) 
 
 

These are media summaries. Please consult sources directly to ensure accuracy of  information presented. Underlined titles are links to online articles in their entirety.           
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Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 

 
Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA, http://www.fuelgaugereport.com/KYavg.asp 
 

 
   Source: Propane and Heating Oil: http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_wfr_dcus_nus_w.htm  
 

Wholesale Fuel Prices 

   
    Source: http://online.wsj.com/mdc/public/page/2_3023-cashprices.html?mod=topnav_2_3012(* Information not available at time of publication) 
 

 
    Source:  CME Group (* Information not available at time of publication) 
 
 

The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or disability and pro-
vides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to partici-
pate in all services, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for Energy Development and Independence at (800) 
282-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf 
(TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800) 648-6056. 

Product 03/19/10 03/11/10 03/04/10 02/25/10 Year Ago 

 

Futures   April-10 May -10 June -10 
 03/18/10 82.20 82.54 82.94 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 03/10/10 82.09 82.43 82.79 
 Light Sweet Crude Oil 03/03/10 80.87 81.26 81.64 

 03/18/10 4.085 4.153 4.226 
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 03/10/10 4.559 4.624 4.696 

 Henry-Hub 03/03/10 4.757 4.821 4.892 
 03/18/10 1.141 1.111 1.112 

Propane (Dollars per gallon) 03/10/10 1.161 1.159 1.157 
Mt Belvieu (OPIS)  03/03/10 1.143 1.135 1.136 

 03/18/10 54.53 54.25 54.38 
Coal (Dollars per ton) 03/10/10 52.50 52.92 53.33 

Central Appalachian 03/03/10 53.13 53.73 54.23 

Spot Prices 03/18/10 03/10/10 03/03/10 02/25/10 Year Ago 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 82.20 82.09 80.87 80.00 51.61 
West Texas Intermediate, fob      

Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 4.205 4.435 4.780 4.940 3.820 
Henry-Hub      

Product 03/15/10 03/08/10 03/01/10 02/22/10 Year Ago 

Heating Oil (Dollars per gallon) 2.559 2.535 2.518 2.468 1.640 

Propane (Dollars per gallon) 2.395 2.424 2.426 2.458 2.260 

Product 03/19/10 03/11/10 03/04/10 02/25/10 Year Ago 

Gasoline (State avg.) 2.771 2.731 2.627 2.650 1.885 
Ashland 2.778 2.746 2.652 2.658 1.920 

Covington 2.821 2.756 2.656 2.674 1.883 
Lexington 2.756 2.727 2.595 2.650 1.895 
Louisville 2.814 2.743 2.582 2.659 1.919 

Owensboro 2.675 2.663 2.586 2.577 1.814 
Diesel (State avg.) 2.863 2.829 2.799 2.794 2.010 

Ashland 2.897 2.869 2.853 2.823 2.081 
Covington 2.849 2.814 2.794 2.797 1.997 
Lexington 2.874 2.813 2.793 2.800 2.014 

Louisville 2.844 2.791 2.763 2.775 1.973 
Owensboro 2.839 2.836 2.789 2.788 2.086 
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