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A weekly update of energy issues & prices  

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  

 
Senate passes bill that would lift nuclear ban — The Kentucky Senate on Friday (3/26) passed a bill to let private companies use emi-
nent domain for carbon dioxide pipelines, but only after adding language from another bill that would end a 26-year moratorium on nu-
clear power in the state. House Bill 213 now goes to a conference committee where lawmakers from the House and Senate will try to 
work out the differences. The nuclear energy provision would overturn a 1984 law that effectively barred construction of nuclear power 
plants in Kentucky by requiring access to a permanent disposal facility for their radioactive waste. (The Courier-Journal, March 28, 2010) 
 

It’s lights out at the state capitol — The Beshears participated for a second year in the international "Earth Hour," sponsored by the 
World Wildlife Federation. Earth Hour is in an international call to action that directs lights be turned off for one hour in recognition of 
climate change. "Dimming the lights in our Capitol is a symbolic gesture that demonstrates state government’s continued commitment to 
increasing efficiency and decreasing our carbon footprint," said Gov. Steve Beshear."I am proud of the great accomplishments Kentucky 
has made in the past few years in energy conservation measures, but we must all continue to adjust our habits and lifestyles to help pro-
tect our environment and lessen our energy dependence." On Saturday, March 27, beginning at 8:30 p.m., lights on the state Capitol cam-
pus including the Capitol Dome and the spotlights that illuminate the exterior Capitol walls, the Capitol Annex and the Governor’s Man-
sion, went dark as state government joined people all over the world in a stand for energy savings and the global environment. (KY Post, 
March 26, 2010) 
 

Middle school project raising money for local animal shelter — An everyday walk in the park is recreated in the front lobby of the 
Grayson County Middle School (GCMS) now, thanks in part to a grant; visitors now get a peaceful place to rest and also a way to collect 
funds for the Leitchfield Animal Shelter. Whether it is sitting on the park bench, or enjoying the beautiful scenery, visitors should take 
note of the hard work and labor put into the landscape and design. Around $300 in grant funding, through the ENERGY STAR  
“Change The World” program, has enabled GCMS Team Six students the opportunity to implement this new project, and also benefit a 
local organization. The project is a continuation of the Eco-Friendly exercise-bike creation from last year. Students take turns pedaling a 
bike for small increments of time. Electricity created from the bike powers a waterfall in the middle of the new mini-park at the school. A 
wishing well beside the waterfall is used as a fundraiser for the Leitchfield Animal Shelter. Anyone can stop by the park, relax for a mo-
ment and toss money into the well making a wish. 100 percent of the money collected will be donated to the shelter. (News-Gazette, 
March 30, 2010) 
 

Federal official sees smart appliances nationwide in 3-4 years — Within three to four years, utilities will embrace technology nation-
wide that will allow appliances to operate more efficiently and at off-peak periods, a federal official predicted Monday at General Elec-
tric’s Louisville appliance headquarters. John Fernandez, Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic Development at the U.S. Com-
merce Department toured General Electric’s Appliances & Lighting Division Monday to see a demonstration of appliances that commu-
nicate with a home’s electric meter and can adjust power usage. (The Courier-Journal, March 29, 2010) 
 

EPA phases in permits for greenhouse pollution — U.S. power plants, industrial facilities and other stationary sources of greenhouse 
gas emissions blamed for global warming will not be required to have Clean Air Act permits until January 2011, giving industry more time 
to prepare for the regulations, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) said on Monday.  Agency head Lisa Jackson had signaled to 
Congress in February that the EPA would delay the permit requirements for this year, following concerns from U.S. lawmakers and state 
officials that more time was needed to ease burdens on industry and state environmental departments that would help enforce the regula-
tions. The EPA has not yet determined the amount of emissions that could be emitted by facilities before permits would be required. 
That so-called "tailoring" decision will come later this spring, the EPA said. (Reuters, March 29, 2010) 
 

Mason County fourth-graders witness a creative exposition — Energized by rock band performances, fourth grade students at Ma-
son County Intermediate School experienced a new way to learn about science, and particularly energy sources during school Friday. 
The Royal Energy Rock Show was staged by Mason County Middle School seventh grade Encore students, who were charged with devel-
oping and implementing not only a rock concert, but also an energy expo to illustrate different forms of energy with real life examples, 
interactive exhibits and games for the fourth grade students. Ella Bowling, MCMS seventh grade science teacher said this is the first year 
MCMS has participated in the service learning program through Morehead State University and the Kentucky National Energy Education 
Development Project (NEED). The hands-on, interactive learning is designed to encourage student's creativity while learning about en-
ergy. (The Ledger Independent, March 29, 2010) 

 
 

These are media summaries. Please consult sources directly to ensure accuracy of  information presented. Underlined titles are links to online articles in their entirety.           
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Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 

 
Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA,  
 

 
   Source: Propane and Heating Oil: (* Information not available at time of publication) 
 

Wholesale Fuel Prices 

   
    Source: Wall Street Journal Information not available at time of publication) 
 

 
    Source:  CME Group (* Information not available at time of publication) 
 
 

The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or disability and pro-
vides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to partici-
pate in all serv­ices, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for Energy Development and Independence at (800) 
282-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf 
(TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800) 648-6056. 

Product 04/1/10 03/26/10 03/19/10 03/11/10 Year Ago 

 

Futures   May -10 June -10 July -10 
 04/1/10 83.76 84.18 84.57 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 03/25/10 80.53 80.99 * 
 Light Sweet Crude Oil 03/18/10 82.54 82.94 * 

 04/1/10 3.869 3.965 4.082 
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 03/25/10 4.029 4.102 * 

 Henry-Hub 03/18/10 4.153 4.226 * 
 04/1/10 1.106 1.110 1.115 

Propane (Dollars per gallon) 03/25/10 1.090 1.091 * 
Mt Belvieu (OPIS)  03/18/10 1.111 1.112 * 

 04/1/10 55.16 55.11 55.50 
Coal (Dollars per ton) 03/25/10 55.48 55.27 * 

Central Appalachian 03/18/10 54.25 54.38 * 

Spot Prices 03/31/10 03/25/10 03/18/10 03/10/10 Year Ago 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 83.76 80.03 82.20 82.09 48.39 
West Texas Intermediate, fob      

Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 3.835 3.980 4.205 4.435 3.580 
Henry-Hub      

Product 04/1/10 03/25/10 03/15/10 03/08/10 Year Ago 

Heating Oil (Dollars per gallon) * * 2.559 2.535 * 

Propane (Dollars per gallon) * * 2.395 2.424 * 

Product 04/1/10 03/26/10 03/19/10 03/11/10 Year Ago 

Gasoline (State avg.) 2.761 2.756 2.771 2.731 1.986 
Ashland 2.758 2.797 2.778 2.746 2.018 

Covington 2.859 2.818 2.821 2.756 2.029 
Lexington 2.744 2.713 2.756 2.727 1.955 
Louisville 2.819 2.763 2.814 2.743 1.978 

Owensboro 2.670 2.706 2.675 2.663 1.946 
Diesel (State avg.) 2.887 2.880 2.863 2.829 2.165 

Ashland 2.906 2.898 2.897 2.869 2.186 
Covington 2.900 2.925 2.849 2.814 2.123 
Lexington 2.892 2.882 2.874 2.813 2.153 

Louisville 2.877 2.874 2.844 2.791 2.131 
Owensboro 2.843 2.853 2.839 2.836 2.149 

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  
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