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A weekly update of energy issues & prices  

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  

 
Massey mine-safety record in Kentucky better than in West Virginia — Massey Energy Co.’s safety record in Kentucky appears to 
be better than at its mine in West Virginia where at least 25 employees died in an explosion Monday. The Upper Big Branch Mine in Ra-
leigh County, W.Va., where the blast occurred, was cited for more than 1,300 safety violations and fined nearly $2 million during the past 
five years, according to records of the U.S. Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA). In addition, there had been three previous 
fatalities at the mine before Monday’s suspected methane explosion. By contrast, records indicate that the company’s most frequently 
cited and fined Kentucky operation was its Taylor Fork Energy mine in Pike County, where about 807 violations were cited and $708,225 
in fines were imposed during the same five year period. Moreover, no miners have died at the Taylor Fork mine since at least 1995, and 
its nonfatal injury rate has been below the national average for all but two of the past 15 years, MSHA records show. (The Courier-
Journal, April 7, 2010) 
 

Poll: support for nuclear energy hits record high — A record-high 74 percent of Americans surveyed in a new national poll support 
nuclear energy and a similar majority of 70 percent says the United States should "definitely build more" nuclear energy facilities. The 
survey of 1,000 adults March 18-21 by Bisconti Research Inc./Gfk Roper is the latest in a series of polls commissioned by the Nuclear 
Energy Institute, an industry association. Surveys conducted by Bisconti Research show a change in the public's view of nuclear energy 
over time. Favorability has climbed from 49 percent in 1983 to 74 percent in 2009. (Environment News Service, March 30, 2010) 
 

City honors energy savers — City officials have honored Louisville buildings and companies for their efforts to save energy. The build-
ings and various companies were recognized in a ceremony at Frazier International History Museum as part of Kilowatt Crackdown, 
which is intended to be an annual energy efficiency contest. The Louisville Energy Alliance, a partnership between Metro Government 
and several major commercial building associations, oversees the Kilowatt Crackdown program. Participants began by recording energy 
use throughout 2008 as a benchmark for measuring the improvements during 2009. Judges reviewed the data to determine the winners of 
three categories: Greatest Improvement in efficiency, the most efficient building and the Kilowatt Cup, which is given for “superior 
achievement in energy management.” A total of 102 Louisville buildings participating in the competition saved more than 4.7 million 
kilowatt hours in 2009 when compared with their combined energy use in 2008, officials said. That is the equivalent to 3,423 metric tons 
of carbon dioxide.(The Courier-Journal, April 1, 2010) 
 
New mileage rules: pay more for cars, less at pump — Drivers will have to pay more for cars and trucks, but they'll save at the pump 
under tough new federal rules aimed at boosting mileage, cutting emissions and hastening the next generation of fuel-stingy hybrids and 
electric cars. The new standards, announced Thursday, call for a 35.5 miles-per-gallon average within six years, up nearly 10 mpg from 
now. By setting national standards for fuel efficiency and greenhouse gas emissions from tailpipes, the government hopes to squeeze out 
more miles per gallon whether you buy a tiny Smart for two micro-car, a rugged Dodge Ram pickup truck or something in between. (The 
Herald-Leader, April 1, 2010) 
 
Maysville landfill making electricity — Although it's already up and running, an alternative energy plant in Maysville that uses methane 
from a landfill to make electricity will be officially introduced to the public later this month. The grand opening of the plant owned by 
East Kentucky Power Cooperative at the Maysville-Mason County Landfill is scheduled for April 14. The Ledger-Independent newspaper 
says the plant is already producing enough electricity for up to 400 homes. Nick Comer, who is a spokesman for East Kentucky Power, 
says when the plant reaches its capacity it will put out enough electricity for 1,000 homes. Comer says the plant is the sixth one if its kind 
that East Kentucky Power operates in the state. (USA Today, April 2, 2010) 
 
Officials work toward coal-fired power plant for Bell County — Plans to construct a coal-fired power plant within Bell County — 
directly off of U.S. Highway 119 — continue to develop, according to local officials. If all goes as intended, Bell County officials believe 
that the region could likely see hundreds of new jobs from the development of the designed power plant. County officials and representa-
tives from Sky Energy — an independent power development company based out of Houston, Texas — met in Pineville on April 4th to 
discuss the progress that is currently being made in bringing a new power plant to the area. Randall A. Bird, Co-Founder and Chief Oper-
ating Officer with Sky Energy, attended the meeting and spoke about the proposed “integrated energy center.” "It's clean coal technology 
coupled with renewables — bio-mass, solar, wind and natural gas," said Bird, who has more than 30 years experience in the electric utility 
business. (The Middlesboro Daily News, April 5, 2010) 
 

These are media summaries. Please consult sources directly to ensure accuracy of  information presented. Underlined titles are links to online articles in their entirety.           
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Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 

 
Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA,  
 

 
    

Wholesale Fuel Prices 

   
    Source: Wall Street Journal Information not available at time of publication) 
 
 
 
 

 
    Source:  CME Group (* Information not available at time of publication) 
 
 

 

 

The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or disability and pro-
vides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to partici-
pate in all services, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for Energy Development and Independence at (800) 
282-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf 
(TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800) 648-6056. 

Product 04/8/10 04/1/10 03/26/10 03/19/10 Year Ago 

 

Futures   May -10 June -10 July -10 
 04/7/10 85.88 86.51 87.17 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 04/1/10 83.76 84.18 84.57 
 Light Sweet Crude Oil 03/25/10 80.53 80.99 * 

 04/7/10 4.019 4.109 4.230 
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 04/1/10 3.869 3.965 4.082 

 Henry-Hub 03/25/10 4.029 4.102 * 
 04/7/10 1.152 1.154 1.157 

Propane (Dollars per gallon) 04/1/10 1.106 1.110 1.115 
Mt Belvieu (OPIS)  03/25/10 1.090 1.091 * 

 04/7/10 56.90 56.10 55.73 
Coal (Dollars per ton) 04/1/10 55.16 55.11 55.50 

Central Appalachian 03/25/10 55.48 55.27 * 

Spot Prices 04/7/10 03/31/10 03/25/10 03/18/10 Year Ago 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 85.88 83.76 80.03 82.20 49.38 
West Texas Intermediate, fob      

Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 4.085 3.835 3.980 4.205 3.510 
Henry-Hub      

Product 04/8/10 04/1/10 03/26/10 03/19/10 Year Ago 

Gasoline (State avg.) 2.825 2.761 2.756 2.771 2.000 
Ashland 2.822 2.758 2.797 2.778 1.995 

Covington 2.913 2.859 2.818 2.821 2.040 
Lexington 2.809 2.744 2.713 2.756 1.969 
Louisville 2.908 2.819 2.763 2.814 2.039 

Owensboro 2.734 2.670 2.706 2.675 1.917 
Diesel (State avg.) 2.963 2.887 2.880 2.863 2.159 

Ashland 3.019 2.906 2.898 2.897 2.184 
Covington 2.978 2.900 2.925 2.849 2.117 
Lexington 2.974 2.892 2.882 2.874 2.155 

Louisville 2.960 2.877 2.874 2.844 2.111 
Owensboro 2.901 2.843 2.853 2.839 2.141 

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  
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