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KENTUCKY ENERGY WATCH

\\ / A weekly update of energy issues & prices

Media Excerpts: A snapshot of state and national energy issues

Rebates will make laundry, kitchen, wallet greener — Thinking of swapping an old washer or water heater for a more efficient
model? Kentucky wants to pay you up to $400 to do it. On April 22 the state will begin offering $4 million in rebates to Kentucky resi-
dents who replace old appliances with U.S.-certified ENERGY STAR models purchased at Kentucky stores on or after that date. The
rebates apply to 16 types of appliances and range from $40 for room air conditioners to $400 for air-source or geothermal heat

pumps and electric or solar water heaters. The program, whose launch coincides with Earth Day, is funded by the federal economic
stimulus bill. For more information visit www.energy.ky.gov. (The Courier-Journal, April 10, 2010)

School districts start receiving hybrid buses — Twenty-two public school districts in Kentucky are scheduled to receive a total of 34
hybrid electric school buses in August. Melissa M. Howell, executive director of the Kentucky Clean Fuels Coalition, gave a presentation
on the buses during a Trigg County School Board meeting. Both Trigg and Todd counties are slated to receive a hybrid bus apiece. How-
ell says the most common question she gets is, "Where do you plug it in?" She says the state Department of Education received a $12.9
million grant from the U.S. Department of Energy to purchase the buses. In all, the state will have 213 hybrid buses, giving Kentucky the
largest hybrid school bus fleet in the nation. The buses will still run on diesel fuel like any other bus, but with a hybrid battery. The vehi-
cles are equipped with a "regenerative breaking” system, meaning the hybrid battery chatges itself when the driver applies the brake. The
buses will not look any different than a typical school bus, she said. The only identifying symbol would be a sticker on the back. (The
Herald-Leader, April 11, 2010)

Obama orders inspections after West Virginia mine tragedy — President Barack Obama will order federal mine-safety officials to
immediately begin inspections of U.S. mines with troubling safety records, after an April 5 explosion killed 29 workers at Massey Energy
Co.’s Upper Big Branch Mine, an administration official said. Obama is scheduled to meet this morning with Labor Secretary Hilda L.
Solis and Assistant Secretary for Mine Safety and Health Joe Main for a preliminary report on the West Virginia explosion and safety con-
ditions at mines nationwide. Solis and Main will report that too many mines are operating with inadequate safety measures, said the offi-
cial, who wouldn’t be named because the meeting hadn’t yet taken place. Obama will direct the mine-safety agency to immediately deploy
inspectors and enforcement officials to mines with potential safety problems, the official said. (Business Week, April 15, 2010)

Natural gas rises as rebounding economy to spur fuel demand — Natural gas gained for a second day in New York on speculation
that an improving U.S. economy will lift demand for the industrial and power-plant fuel. Gas rose as a Commerce Department report
showed retail sales increased more than expected in March, and the head of CSX Corp., the country’s third-largest railroad, said the econ-
omy is showing strength as the company’s first-quarter profit topped analyst forecasts. Industrial users account for about 29 percent of
gas consumption. “Retail sales were pretty strong and there were some strong earnings releases this morning,” said Cameron Horwitz, an
analyst at SunTrust Robinson Humphrey Inc. in Houston. “The evidence is pointing to economic conditions now likely improving. Re-
cent data is pointing to a real rebound and that is benefiting natural gas.” (Business Week, April 14, 2010)

Clean Coal Technologies, Inc. announces significant reductions in green house gases emissions — Clean Coal Technologies,

Inc. announced that as a result of assessments conducted using the same power plant simulation model developed by the US Department
of Energy in conjunction with Carnegie-Mellon University, their patented clean coal technology could reduce GHG emissions signifi-
cantly when used in a coal-fired plant. The simulator, based on actual data gleamed from hundreds of power plants, uses sophisticated
algorithms to predict emission and performance changes in power plants when coupled to different technologies and fuels. CCTT con-
ducted the simulations based on the use of its "PRISTINE" clean coal, obtained by processing low-rank Powder River Basin coal (or
other similar coals and lignite) with CCTI's technology. Significant reductions in emissions (including GHGs) were observed when the
PRISTINE clean coal was substituted as fuel instead of a Powder River Basin coal, in a 200 MW power plant. President of Clean Coal
Technologies, Inc. Doug Hague stated: "We always recognized the value of our technology as a pre-combustion process to remove mois-
ture and harmful chemical pollutants from coal. Until recently, these predictions were based on the properties of our "PRISTINE" clean
coal; however, the results obtained from the Carnegie-Mellon power plant simulation further reinforce our technology's potential in real-
izing an estimated 70% reduction in both CO2 and NOx emissions.” (Energy Central, April 13, 2010)

These are media summatries. Please consult sources directly to ensure accuracy of information presented. Underlined titles are links to online articles in their entirety.
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Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon)

Product 04/15/10 04/8/10 04/1/10 03/26/10 Year Ago
Gasoline (State avg.) 2.818 2.825 2.761 2.756 1.989
Ashland 2.857 2.822 2.758 2.797 1.983
Covington 2.915 2.913 2.859 2.818 2.036
Lexington 2.787 2.809 2.744 2.713 1.953
Louisville 2.855 2.908 2.819 2.763 1.984
Owensboro 2.748 2.734 2.670 2.706 1.932
Diesel (State avg.) 2.988 2.963 2.887 2.880 2.160
Ashland 3.038 3.019 2.906 2.898 2.187
Covington 3.015 2.978 2.900 2.925 2.145
Lexington 2.990 2.974 2.892 2.882 2.154
Louisville 2.980 2.960 2.877 2.874 2.099
Owensboro 2.920 2.901 2.843 2.853 2.151

Note: The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008.
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA

Wholesale Fuel Prices

Spot Prices 04/14/10 04/7/10 03/31/10 03/25/10 Year Ago
Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 85.84 85.88 83.76 80.03 49.25
West Texas Intermediate, fob
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 4.155 4.085 3.835 3.980 3.605
Henry-Hub

Source: Wall Street Journal Information not available at time of publication)

Futures May -10 June -10 July -10
04/14/10 85.84 86.73 87.71
Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 04/7/10 85.88 86.51 87.17
Light Sweet Crude Oil 04/1/10 83.76 84.18 84.57
04/14/10 4.199 4.295 4.419
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 04/7/10 4.019 4.109 4.230
Henry-Hub 04/1/10 3.869 3.965 4.082
04/14/10 1.135 1.136 1.139
Propane (Dollars per gallon) 04/7/10 1.152 1.154 1.157
Mt Belvien (OPIS) 04/1/10 1.106 1.110 1115
04/14/10 58.62 58.45 58.65
Coal (Dollars per ton) 04/7/10 56.90 56.10 55.73
Central Appalachian 04/1/10 55.16 55.11 55.50

Source: CME Group (* Information not available at time of publication)

The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or disability and pro-
vides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliaty aids and setvices necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to partici-
pate in all serv-ices, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for Energy Development and Independence at (800)
282-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf
(TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800) 648-6056.
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