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A weekly update of energy issues & prices  

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  

Gov. Beshear announces appliance rebate program kickoff — People all over the world celebrated Earth Day on April 22, and peo-
ple buying appliances in Kentucky have a little more cause to celebrate, thanks to a government program that's offering rebates for the 
purchase of energy efficient appliances. State officials expect the government stimulus money for the rebates to be quickly depleted, but 
there's a way to reserve your rebate if you plan to buy a new appliance soon. The rebates range anywhere from $40 dollars for air condi-
tioners to $400 for electric heat pump water heaters. Gov. Steve Beshear announced Thursday that Kentucky has $4 million in federal 
stimulus money earmarked for the Kentucky Energy Efficient Appliance Rebate Program - and the money is going fast. For more infor-
mation visit www.kyappliancerebates.com. (WAVE 3, April 22, 2010) 

Obama orders sweeping steps on coal-mine safety — President Barack Obama Thursday ordered more frequent inspections as part 
of sweeping new steps to enforce safety rules in the nation’s coal mines after last week’s West Virginia disaster that killed 29 miners. 
“The people of West Virginia are in our prayers. But we owe them more than prayers— we owe them action,” Obama said in remarks in 
the White House Rose Garden. The increased inspections will focus on mines with troubled safety histories and begin immediately. 
Obama also said his administration would work with Congress to strengthen the federal enforcement of existing laws and close regulatory 
loopholes. (The Courier-Journal, April 16, 2010) 
 
Yellow buses go green — School buses have been yellow for decades, but in Madison County, they’re also green. Madison County 
Schools has almost completed modifying 29 buses in its fleet by adding “clean diesel” technology to reduce emissions. A $39,730 grant 
from the state Division of Air Quality as part of federal stimulus funds paid for the district to add diesel oxidation catalysts (DOCs) and 
other emissions-improving technology to the buses, said Skip Benton, transportation director for the district. The county school district 
was one of 35 across the state that received a portion of the almost $2 million grant, which state officials said would pay for 690 school 
buses. (The Richmond Register, April 20, 2010) 
 

Co-op postponing plans for new coal-fired plant — East Kentucky Power Cooperative Inc. has asked to withdraw a request for fi-
nancing approval to build a new coal-fired power plant in Clark County. The Lexington Herald-Leader reports the cooperative filed the 
request with the state Public Service Commission on Thursday. Cooperative spokesman Nick Comer said Friday that withdrawing the 
request "was a business decision" and the cooperative intends to refile later. The co-op's financial condition has been a major issue in 
recent years. The co-op produces power for its 16 members that service more than 500,000 homes, farms and businesses throughout 
Central and Eastern Kentucky. The proposed plant would provide enough electricity for another 150,000 homes. (The Herald-Leader, 
April 17, 2010) 
 

Gov. Beshear, First Lady announce savings in energy, utility costs in Capitol — Governor Steve Beshear and First Lady Jane Bes-
hear today reiterated their commitment to making the Commonwealth a national leader in the conservation of energy use in public build-
ings as they announced the implementation of several new permanent energy conservation initiatives on the Capitol campus. The work 
being done at the Executive Mansion, the State Capitol building, the Capitol Annex and the boiler and chiller plants, both located behind 
the Annex, is estimated to save more than $251,000 annually in energy and operational expenses and will reduce energy consumption by 
22 percent. The project will cost $2.6 million and will be repaid entirely by the savings realized through the 24 percent reduction in utility 
costs. (Gov. Beshear’s Communication’s Office, April 20, 2010) 
 

For EKPC, persistence pays off —  "You should be very proud of this project," said Victoria Ludwig, program manager for the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency's Landfill Methane Outreach program. Ludwig made the statement as she stood before a group of 
local and state officials as well as members of the community at Wednesday's dedication of East Kentucky Power Cooperative's newest 
power plant. Ludwig travelled from Washington, D.C., for the dedication of the plant that will be fueled by methane produced from de-
composing waste from the Maysville-Mason County Landfill. By using methane gas to fuel the plant, it will remove from the atmosphere 
one of the most potent greenhouse gases, producing "green" energy. (The Ledger Independent, April 14, 2010) 
 

Grant to save school energy costs — Boone County's two school districts are teaming up to save money. Both Boone County Schools 
and Walton-Verona Schools will partner up and apply for a state grant that would hire an energy manager. The position would be respon-
sible for monitoring the districts' energy usage and making recommendations for cutting consumption. "According to the state, there's 
millions of dollars to be saved across the state," said Boone County Schools Superintendent Randy Poe. If awarded, the grant would pay 
75 percent of the energy manager's salary in the first year and 50 percent in the second year. " (Cincinnatti.com, April 15, 2010) 
 

These are media summaries. Please consult sources directly to ensure accuracy of  information presented. Underlined titles are links to online articles in their entirety.           
 

    Department for Energy Development and Independence 
    For more information, contact Greg Guess: 
   Phone: (502)564-7192   Fax: (502) 564-7484  
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Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 

 
Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA,  
 

 
    

Wholesale Fuel Prices 

   
    Source: Wall Street Journal Information not available at time of publication) 
 
 
 
 

 
    Source:  CME Group (* Information not available at time of publication) 
 
 

 

 

The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or disability and pro-
vides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to partici-
pate in all services, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for Energy Development and Independence at (800) 
282-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf 
(TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800) 648-6056. 

Product 04/23/10 04/15/10 04/8/10 04/1/10 Year Ago 

 

Futures   May -10 June -10 July -10 
 04/22/10 83.45 83.70 85.64 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 04/14/10 85.84 86.73 87.71 
 Light Sweet Crude Oil 04/7/10 85.88 86.51 87.17 

 04/22/10 4.128 4.215 4.330 
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 04/14/10 4.199 4.295 4.419 

 Henry-Hub 04/7/10 4.019 4.109 4.230 
 04/22/10 1.120 1.124 1.129 

Propane (Dollars per gallon) 04/14/10 1.135 1.136 1.139 
Mt Belvieu (OPIS)  04/7/10 1.152 1.154 1.157 

 04/22/10 58.25 58.75 59.53 
Coal (Dollars per ton) 04/14/10 58.62 58.45 58.65 

Central Appalachian 04/7/10 56.90 56.10 55.73 

Spot Prices 04/22/10 04/14/10 04/7/10 03/31/10 Year Ago 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 83.00 85.84 85.88 83.76 48.62 
West Texas Intermediate, fob      

Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 3.980 4.155 4.085 3.835 3.430 
Henry-Hub      

Product 04/23/10 04/15/10 04/8/10 04/1/10 Year Ago 

Gasoline (State avg.) 2.805 2.818 2.825 2.761 1.994 
Ashland 2.839 2.857 2.822 2.758 1.999 

Covington 2.876 2.915 2.913 2.859 2.036 
Lexington 2.800 2.787 2.809 2.744 1.972 
Louisville 2.818 2.855 2.908 2.819 2.006 

Owensboro 2.724 2.748 2.734 2.670 1.955 
Diesel (State avg.) 2.991 2.988 2.963 2.887 2.158 

Ashland 3.043 3.038 3.019 2.906 2.182 
Covington 3.011 3.015 2.978 2.900 2.184 
Lexington 2.994 2.990 2.974 2.892 2.144 

Louisville 2.980 2.980 2.960 2.877 2.090 
Owensboro 2.954 2.920 2.901 2.843 2.151 

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  
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