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A weekly update of energy issues & prices  

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  

 
PSC allows half of requested rate hike — The Kentucky Public Service Commission has granted Kentucky Power Co. a 12.5 
percent rate increase. The company had requested twice as much. The Lexington Herald-Leader reported that, in a separate decision, the 
PSC rejected a request by the company to buy out-of-state wind-generated electricity. The commission says the typical residential cus-
tomer will see a power bill increase of about 17 percent to $134 per month. In a 2-1 decision, the PSC ruled it couldn't approve the pur-
chase of wind power generated in Illinois because it wasn't immediately needed and would be more expensive that current power sources. 
Kentucky Power has 176,000 customers in 20 eastern Kentucky counties. (Courier-Journal, June 29, 2010) 
 

Biden defends stimulus spending at Appliance Park — Vice President Joe Biden took off his suit coat and rolled up his sleeves 
at Louisville's GE Appliance Park Monday as he vehemently defended federal spending to boost energy efficient industries and reboot 
American manufacturing, including $25 million awarded to GE. "Some say we cannot afford to make investments," Biden said in his 
25-minute talk, referring to the federal Economic Recovery Act. "I say we cannot afford not to." Biden lauded GE for a $600 million 
investment that will create 800 jobs at Appliance Park by 2013. In return for the federal aid, and $43 million in state and local tax incen-
tives, GE has agreed to focus on energy-efficient initiatives resulting in the first new product lines at Appliance Park in 50 years. They 
include the GeoSpring hybrid water heater and a new washer and dryer. (Courier-Journal, June 28, 2010) 
 

Energy-efficient homes becoming affordable —  A nonprofit group is building affordable energy efficient home in a poverty-
stricken county in northeastern Kentucky. Melissa Evans bought the first certified green home in Lewis county for $90,000. The 1,120-
square foot home was built by a nonprofit organization called People's Self-Help Housing Inc. The home is only the third in Kentucky 
that has earned a special certification from the U.S. Green Building Council, The Lexington Herald-Leader reported. "I really like it," said 
Evans, a county schools employee who plans to move in soon with her 10-year-old daughter, Jaycee. The price includes a low interest rate 
and the promise of lower utility and maintenance costs in the future. People's Self-Help Housing Inc. has been building low-income 
houses in the county since 1982. A couple of years ago, the group's board of directors decided that new houses had to be more energy 
efficient to offset rapidly increasing utility rates."People can afford the financing to buy the homes but they can't afford to pay the utili-
ties," said Dave Kreher, People's executive director. There are only two houses officially listed in Kentucky with the U.S. Green Building 
special certification, called LEED. The first is in Lexington that was built in 2006, and the other was finished in Covington earlier this 
year. The house at 120 Rowley Avenue in downtown Vanceburg will be No. 3. It uses fiber cement siding, thick two-by-six studs in the 
walls, energy star appliances and plenty of insulation. Tom Fern, state director of rural development for the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, said the house is an important step in helping people with low incomes afford and remain in a home. (Herald-Leader, June 27, 2010) 
 

Meldahl power plant ceremony a draw for dignitaries — Earth is being moved and preparations are being made for an official 
ground-breaking ceremony for a hydrokinetic power project at Meldahl Dam. When completed, the Meldahl Dam plant in Bracken 
County will become the largest hydroelectric power plant on the Ohio River, officials said. "The whole ceremony may be a few hours 
long, but the ground-breaking is June 29 at 10:30 a.m., followed by a luncheon of sorts, " said Tom Leibham, project manager. "The 
ground-breaking will be held at the dam site. Once you cross the railroad tracks there are signs to guide visitors." The ground-breaking 
ceremony, including an appearance by Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear, is open to the public, he said. "Gov. Beshear, Rep. Mike Denham 
and Bracken County Judge-Executive Gary Riggs are also scheduled to speak," Leibham said. Representatives of city of Hamilton, Ohio, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Federal Energy Regulatory Commission are also on the program, he said. Only the luncheon is by 
invitation, he said. The hydrokinetic plant being built by the City of Hamilton will be situated on approximately 80 acres of federal land at 
the Corps of Engineers site on the Kentucky side of the Meldahl Dam and acreage purchased from neighboring landowners. It uses water 
current of the Ohio River to power turbines to produce electricity, officials said. (The Ledger Independent, June 29, 2010) 
 

EnerNOC, TVA expand energy program — EnerNOC, a Boston-based energy management company, said it is poised to enter 
the second, larger phase of a demand-response program with the Tennessee Valley Authority, the largest public power company in the 
United States. About 18 months ago, EnerNOC and the TVA launched a demand-response program for 160 megawatts, or 160 MW, of 
TVA's capacity. Under a demand response program, EnerNOC helps a utility to persuade its commercial, institutional, and industrial cus-
tomers to reduce their electricity usage. If these customers achieve their energy reduction targets - something that EnerNOC can track 
with its monitoring system - those customers receive payments from EnerNOC. After working with EnerNOC over the last year and a 
half, the TVA's board of directors has decided to give the OK to move ahead on the second phase of the TVA/EnerNOC Demand Re-
sponse Program. (The Boston Globe, June 15, 2010) 
 

These are media summaries. Please consult sources directly to ensure accuracy of  information presented. Underlined titles are links to online articles in their entirety. 
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Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 

 
Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA,  
 

 
   Wholesale Fuel Prices 

   
    Source: Wall Street Journal 
 
 

 
    Source:  CME Group       *Information not available  
 
 

 

 

The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or disability and pro-
vides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to partici-
pate in all services, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for Energy Development and Independence at (800) 282
-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf 
(TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800) 648-6056. 

Product 07/01/10 06/25/10 06/17/10 06/10/10 Year Ago 

 

Futures   August -10 September -10 October -10 

 07/02/10 72.95 73.46 73.93 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 06/24/10 76.51 77.15 * 
 Light Sweet Crude Oil 06/16/10 78.72 79.60 * 

 07/02/10 4.854 4.880 4.939 
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 06/24/10 4.793 4.834 * 

 Henry-Hub 06/16/10 5.031 5.071 * 
 07/02/10 0.997 0.985 * 

Propane (Dollars per gallon) 06/24/10 0.996 1.002 * 
Mt Belvieu (OPIS)  06/16/10 1.043 1.047 * 

 07/02/10 63.05 63.82 64.45 
Coal (Dollars per ton) 06/24/10 61.20 62.08 * 

Central Appalachian 06/16/10 63.38 63.75 * 

Spot Prices 07/02/10 06/24/10 06/16/10 06/09/10 Year Ago 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 72.95 76.16 77.67 74.38 66.73 
West Texas Intermediate, fob      

Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 4.545 4.885 5.110 4.755 3.510 
Henry-Hub      

Product 07/01/10 06/25/10 06/17/10 06/10/10 Year Ago 

Gasoline (State avg.) 2.668 2.694 2.675 2.655 2.581 
Ashland 2.747 2.755 2.745 2.711 2.624 

Covington 2.742 2.765 2.758 2.726 2.677 
Lexington 2.649 2.698 2.696 2.646 2.541 
Louisville 2.670 2.729 2.743 2.700 2.636 

Owensboro 2.625 2.610 2.512 2.534 2.538 
Diesel (State avg.) 2.917 2.931 2.916 2.936 2.542 

Ashland 2.946 2.973 2.952 2.983 2.588 
Covington 2.920 2.938 2.927 2.952 2.552 
Lexington 2.923 2.947 2.940 2.941 2.538 

Louisville 2.902 2.916 2.921 2.943 2.518 
Owensboro 2.852 2.888 2.878 2.865 2.554 

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  
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