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A weekly update of energy issues & prices  
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Energy efficient appliance rebates still available —  $1.7 million dollars went unclaimed in Kentucky's Energy Efficient Appli-
ance Rebate Program. Nearly half of residents who reserved a rebate never actually purchased an appliance or failed to claim the rebate. 
The remaining funds will be given on a first-come, first-served basis. First Lady Jane Beshear encourages Kentuckians to take advantage 
of the program. Beshear says being energy efficient not only saves money, but also makes for a better environment. For more information 
go to www.kyappliancerebates.com (WHAS, Louisville, July 15, 2010) 
 

Men open solar panel business in city — At Garrett James’ workshop on Ming Road, the sun plays a much bigger role than peep-
ing through the windows. In fact, it energizes the entire shop. “Solar is true power,” said James, whose shop is one of the first buildings in 
Warren County to use solar energy. “The sun is providing it.” James and Tommy Jones recently opened Solar Energy Pioneers, which 
they say is the first solar panel business in Bowling Green. The two Bowling Green men, who each own other businesses, began discuss-
ing in 2008 renewable energy sources and the need for a local retailer. In 2009, they started the company at 8141 Nashville Road and re-
cently installed their first solar panels on the roof of James’ shop. Three other buildings are in line for solar paneling, they said. Solar pan-
els capture the sun’s energy and convert it to electricity, allowing users to light their homes, cool their rooms and perform other tasks with 
renewable energy - a solution that’s becoming more popular as sustainability becomes trendier. Solar energy can take the place of fossil 
fuels, reducing the amount of wasteful toxins that are pumped into the atmosphere. It also saves money by reducing utility bills, propo-
nents claim. “Solar energy is the future - it’s where we’re going,” Jones said. “Solar is not a short-term investment.” (Bowling Green Daily 
News, July 13, 2010) 
 

Electricity usage up, but summer isn't over yet —  If you thought June was hot, hang on. July and August are the peak 
summer months, and with near record temperatures already in the books, the long, hot summer isn't nearly over. According to the Ken-
tucky Mesonet station in Taylor County, June saw eight days with temperatures above 90 degrees. Factoring in high humidity, the heat 
index hit 100 degrees on a few of those days. The heat index combines air temperatures and humidity levels to determine how hot it feels. 
July has seen three days in the 90s so far. While the high temperatures may have Taylor Countians cranking up the thermostat, it hasn't 
yet caused any problems for Kentucky Utilities and Taylor County Rural Electric Cooperative - the two companies that provide electricity 
to the majority of the county. "We haven't heard anything from East Kentucky Power," said Ann Beard, RECC manager of member ser-
vices. "They would contact us if we needed to cut back." It has happened before, Beard said. Customers were asked to turn off non-
essential electric devices. (Central Kentucky News-Journal, July 13, 2010) 
 

Old Turkey Foot Middle makes way for new one — There is no turning back now. Then again, there is no reason to with a $29 
million beauty ready to go. Workers on Monday began demolishing the old Turkey Foot Middle School. After the building is razed and 
cleaned up, a parking lot will be paved for the new Turkey Foot Middle School next door. The first day of school for students will be 
Aug. 18. "We're moving the contents in now and are working on final inspections," said Rob Haney, the [Kenton County] district's direc-
tor of support operations. "We're hoping to get occupancy maybe by the 14th." The district, a statewide leader in recycling and energy 
savings, spent last week clearing contents from the old school and will be recycling everything possible after the demolition. The building 
was more than 40 years old and was ranked several years ago by the state as a category five building, the worst possible ranking. It was 
also overcrowded and had to bring in several mobile classrooms. The new school, for grades 6-8, will accommodate about 900 students. 
It will have several energy-efficient features, including a geothermal heating and cooling system; lighting-control system; vegetative roof; 
solar panels and a system that captures rainwater to use for the toilets. The district received a $2 million grant in May to buy and install 
the solar panels. The money came from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act through the Kentucky Department for Energy 
Development and Independence. (NKY, July 12, 2010) 
 

Lexington company receives funding for coal project — A Lexington company will receive $2.74 million in funding from the 
federal Department of Energy to further research related to reducing emissions from coal. 3H Company's research was one of 10 projects 
selected nationally to receive up to $67 million over three years. The projects all examine ways to capture and store carbon dioxide that is 
formed in the process of coal being burned for energy, according to a news release. The funding is part of a goal by the Obama admini-
stration to develop cost-effective versions of the technology within 10 years and have five to 10 commercial demonstration projects avail-
able by 2016. (Herald-Leader, July 8, 2010) 

 
 

These are media summaries. Please consult sources directly to ensure accuracy of  information presented. Underlined titles are links to online articles in their entirety. 
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Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 

 
Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA,  
 

 
   Wholesale Fuel Prices 

   
    Source: Wall Street Journal 
 
 

 
    Source:  CME Group       *Information not available  
 
 

 

The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or disability and pro-
vides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to partici-
pate in all services, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for Energy Development and Independence at (800) 282
-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf 
(TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800) 648-6056. 

Product 07/16/10 07/08/10 07/01/10 06/25/10 Year Ago 

 

Futures   August -10 September -10 October -10 

 07/15/10 76.62 77.01 77.38 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 07/08/10 74.07 74.64 75.19 
 Light Sweet Crude Oil 07/02/10 72.95 73.46 73.93 

 07/15/10 4.586 4.592 4.650 
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 07/08/10 4.565 4.588 4.667 

 Henry-Hub 07/02/10 4.854 4.880 4.939 

 07/15/10 1.004 1.010 * 

Propane (Dollars per gallon) 07/08/10 0.983 0.990 * 
Mt Belvieu (OPIS)  07/02/10 0.997 0.985 * 

 07/15/10 64.42 65.15 65.55 
Coal (Dollars per ton) 07/08/10 62.45 63.18 63.55 

Central Appalachian 07/02/10 63.05 63.82 64.45 

Spot Prices 07/15/10 07/08/10 07/02/10 06/24/10 Year Ago 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 76.62 74.07 72.95 76.16 62.02 
West Texas Intermediate, fob      

Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 4.470 4.710 4.545 4.885 3.225 
Henry-Hub      

Product 07/16/10 07/08/10 07/01/10 06/25/10 Year Ago 

Gasoline (State avg.) 2.681 2.626 2.668 2.694 2.420 
Ashland 2.763 2.713 2.747 2.755 2.539 

Covington 2.768 2.744 2.742 2.765 2.510 
Lexington 2.717 2.600 2.649 2.698 2.362 
Louisville 2.722 2.609 2.670 2.729 2.441 

Owensboro 2.570 2.563 2.625 2.610 2.426 
Diesel (State avg.) 2.900 2.904 2.917 2.931 2.479 

Ashland 2.957 2.948 2.946 2.973 2.564 
Covington 2.910 2.917 2.920 2.938 2.470 
Lexington 2.902 2.903 2.923 2.947 2.515 

Louisville 2.883 2.900 2.902 2.916 2.451 
Owensboro 2.859 2.864 2.852 2.888 2.509 

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  
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