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LaRue County Schools begin using hybrid bus — LaRue County Schools has a new yellow school bus that’s a little bit green, too 
LCS purchased its first hybrid bus and is using it in transportation routes, said Phil Fulkerson, director of transportation and maintenance. 
The district received the bus at the end of July, after purchasing it with a Clean Fuels Coalition grant that covered the difference in cost 
between a regular bus and a hybrid bus, because hybrids cost more, Fulkerson said. He said he had been interested in hybrid buses for 
some time. He read about the hybrid concept and his brother had a hybrid car. Hybrid vehicles have both an electric motor and a fuel-
powered engine. “We decided if this comes available we’ll get one,” he said. But until the grant, the cost of a hybrid bus had been prohibi-
tive. A normal bus costs $78,236, while a hybrid costs $132,986, according to Fulkerson. Fulkerson said the district has begun using the 
bus in daily routes, but with school just days into a new year, they haven’t been able to see the difference the new bus makes. “It’ll be 
interesting to see what kind of mileage it gets,” he said. Normal buses get about six miles to the gallon, while a hybrid should get about 12 
miles to the gallon, he said. Fulkerson said the school district plans to try for the grant again, and said if the bus proves to save enough 
money over the course of its life, it would be worth it for the district to pay more up front. (The News-Enterprise, Aug. 10, 2010) 
 

KY: “Lighten Up, Frankfort!” paying off in tons and greenbacks — An ounce of effort is worth tons in reducing a community's 
carbon footprint, as a Franklin County project proves. And, the "Lighten Up, Frankfort!" project has earned some green for encouraging 
neighbors and groups to go green. A year-long project started in 2009 by The Frankfort Climate Action Network, or Frankfort CAN, has 
teams of households, churches and businesses working together to reduce their carbon emissions. The first-year cumulative results: 
700,000 pounds or 350 tons in cuts of carbon dioxide. Tona Barkley, a member of the Network who coordinates the "Lighten Up, Frank-
fort!" initiative, says it is producing real changes. "We're changing the way we live. We're saving ourselves money. We're saving energy. 
And, we're helping to save a livable planet." (Public News Service, Aug. 9, 2010) 
 

Jefferson County Schools ask parents to stop idling, turn off engines during pickup time — Drivers, turn off your engines. That's 
the message parents of Jefferson County Public Schools elementary students will get this fall, as the district declares school property “No 
Idle Zones.” Three years after implementing a policy that bans its school buses from idling when not in traffic, the district is asking par-
ents to turn off their engines while waiting to pick up their children after school. The goal is to help improve air quality at school cam-
puses, as well as the community at large. “We are trying to change the culture of (having people) just let the engine run while waiting in 
line for up to an hour each day,” said Mike Mulheirn, JCPS director of facilities and transportation. “We want to get more people thinking 
about air quality.” Exhaust from idling vehicles can hinder the healthy growth of a child's lungs. By not idling, a driver can reduce car 
exhaust by three pounds of pollution per month, experts say. (Courier–Journal, Aug. 8, 2010) 
 

Ky. schools take lead in energy management — The Kenton County School District has been a statewide leader in saving energy, and 
now will have a strong contingent following its lead. Thirty-five energy managers have been hired to cut costs and change cultures regard-
ing energy consumption in 130 of the 174 school districts across the state. The 22-month School Energy Managers Project is funded with 
more than $5 million from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act through the Kentucky School Boards Association. District par-
ticipation was voluntary. "I think Kentucky is going to be a national model in what schools can do," said Chris Baker, energy systems 
coordinator in Kenton County. Baker provided training for the energy managers at a recent conference. In her five years in Kenton 
County, the district's schools have saved more than $1 million in energy costs and opened two high-performance schools - Caywood Ele-
mentary School and Twenhofel Middle School. A third, the new $29 million Turkey Foot Middle School, will open in 10 days with solar 
panels, a vegetative roof, geothermal heating and cooling system, lighting-control system and rain-catch system. It is on pace to become 
Kentucky's first net-zero middle school, meaning it will supply as much energy as it uses. (nky.com, Aug. 8, 2010) 
 

Efficient and green, home has traditional appeal — Wendy Ottman was content living in their previous home, but Gary Ottman's 
enthusiasm for actually building the energy-efficient home he had researched for his master's degree was infectious. Her only request was 
that their home not look like new construction. In October 2007, Gary and Wendy moved into the house that proved Gary's theory of a 
Zero Energy Home while meeting Wendy's criteria. Since it is built with insulated concrete, the only wood used to build the home is in 
the doors, floors and stairs. Their electric bill for May was $118. “This gives hope and good comparison to homeowners who may hav 
less square footage, but are paying far more in utility charges,” Gary said. While it's energy efficient, the Ottman home has a beautiful 
interior as well. Benjamin Moore's Hawthorne Yellow warms the living room walls. Two English wingback chairs upholstered in a bright 
floral fabric flank the fireplace, which has a cherry mantel and granite hearth. To continue the home's energy efficiency, the fireplace is a 
Phase 2, which burns 95 percent clean and can heat the whole house. (Courier-Journal, Aug. 6, 2010) 

 
These are media summaries. Please consult sources directly to ensure accuracy of  information presented. Underlined titles are links to online articles in their entirety. 
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Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 

 
Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA,  
 

 
   Wholesale Fuel Prices 

   
    Source: Wall Street Journal 
 
 

 
    Source:  CME Group       *Information not available  
 
 

 

The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or disability and pro-
vides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to partici-
pate in all services, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for Energy Development and Independence at (800) 282
-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf 
(TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800) 648-6056. 

Product 08/12/10 08/5/10 07/29/10 07/21/10 Year Ago 

 

Futures   September -10 October -10 November-10 

 0811/10 78.02 78.49 79.13 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 08/4/10 82.47 82.91 83.46 
 Light Sweet Crude Oil 07/29/10 76.99 77.44 * 

 08/11/10 4.326 4.331 4.546 
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 08/4/10 4.737 4.756 4.909 

 Henry-Hub 07/29/10 4.718 4.743 * 

 08/11/10 1.079 1.087 1.094 

Propane (Dollars per gallon) 08/4/10 1.110 1.116 1.123 
Mt Belvieu (OPIS)  07/29/10 1.080 1.086 * 

 08/11/10 67.85 68.60 68.60 
Coal (Dollars per ton) 08/4/10 70.75 71.90 71.90 

Central Appalachian 07/29/10 67.08 68.98 * 

Spot Prices 08/11/10 08/4/10 07/28/10 07/20/10 Year Ago 
Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 80.25 82.47 76.99 77.44 70.16 

West Texas Intermediate, fob      

Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 4.385 4.760 4.795 4.605 3.370 
Henry-Hub      

Product 08/12/10 08/5/10 07/29/10 07/21/10 Year Ago 

Gasoline (State avg.) 2.731 2.729 2.704 2.656 2.586 
Ashland 2.727 2.791 2.725 2.767 2.583 

Covington 2.830 2.823 2.767 2.740 2.672 
Lexington 2.737 2.752 2.724 2.662 2.541 
Louisville 2.762 2.811 2.760 2.668 2.687 

Owensboro 2.652 2.645 2.627 2.570 2.506 
Diesel (State avg.) 2.953 2.917 2.901 2.371 2.588 

Ashland 2.970 2.954 2.932 2.950 2.591 
Covington 2.968 2.918 2.933 2.911 2.571 
Lexington 2.947 2.909 2.903 2.901 2.591 

Louisville 2.955 2.901 2.867 2.877 2.614 
Owensboro 2.883 2.875 2.865 2.858 2.526 
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