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A weekly update of energy issues & prices  

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  

 
Governor Beshear visits Madisonville GE Plant — On Monday, September 27, Governor Steve Beshear, Secretary Len Peters and a num-
ber of other notable Kentucky governmental leaders visited the Madisonville General Electric Aviation Plant located on Nebo Road. The 
overall purpose of the visit was for the officials to view the results of a $200,000 grant awarded to GE for Retrofit Lighting. The lighting 
change is predicted to have a major financial impact, including utility savings of over $ 200,000 annually. Another benefit will be that of cooler 
running lamps, a reduction of almost 3000 metric tons of CO2 every year, and 60% more efficient lighting. The funding for the new lighting 
covers 50% of the costs with GE matching the grant. At a press conference inside the GE Plant, Plant manager David Groth introduced all 
the government officials taking part in the tour. Sec. Len Peters then took the podium, commenting on the visionary leadership of Governor 
Beshear and his successes in pulling energy and environment together. Gov. Beshear then spoke, mentioning his roots in Dawson Springs and 
his pride in being a former Hopkins County resident. Gov. Beshear also commented on his determination to build economic development and 
how it has grown to a level where state government could work directly with local industries such as GE. (isurfhopkins.com, Sept. 27, 2010) 
 
Mt. Washington looks to improve energy efficiency with state grant — Mount Washington soon will begin replacing some streetlights 
and evaluating energy efficiency of older residential buildings, thanks to a $125,000 state grant. Mayor Joetta Calhoun told City Council mem-
bers Monday night that she had signed an acceptance letter earlier in the day from the state Department for Local Government. The city, 
which maintains nearly 2,000 streetlights, wants to replace 300 of the oldest lamps and fixtures with higher-efficiency light-emitting diodes, or 
LEDs. The city also estimates that it has 1,275 residences that were built more than 30 years ago, when building practices didn't address energy 
efficiency. City leaders plan to provide money for energy auditors to evaluate older residences and make recommendations for retrofits and 
other improvements. The number of property owners who apply will determine the number that will receive money. For more information, 
call City Hall at (502) 538-4216. (Courier-Journal, Sept. 28, 2010) 
 
Smart grid stimulus project updates: what, where, how much? — In a new report, Vice President Joe Biden identified 100 Recovery Act 
projects that are changing America. Supported by $24.8 million in Recovery Act funds through a 48C Advanced Energy Manufacturing Tax 
Credit from the Department of Treasury, General Electric is investing $600 million into its Louisville, Kentucky Appliance Park facility to 
expand manufacturing of energy efficient home appliances. With these funds, GE will bring the production of one of its lines back from 
China, as well as plan to add 800 new jobs through 2013. Already, according to GE, more than 135 new employees have been hired – a literal 
example of “in-sourcing” production. (Smartgridnews.com, Sept. 23, 2010) 
 
Richardsville Elementary: DAY ONE, TAKE TWO — For most local students, it was a run-of-the-mill Monday morning. But, for more 
than 430 of those students, it was anything but ordinary. After delays and months of anticipation, the new Richardsville Elementary 
School opened Monday. Students and parents filed into the school, gazing at its new, shiny features. The old school still sits in front of the 
new building, waiting to be demolished. “They’ve been just waiting for this a long time,” said Sharon Burns of Bowling Green, whose children 
attend the school. Leaving the old building “is kind of sad for me. I’ve went here since I was a kid.” Still, the new building is an improvement 
compared to the old structure. It’s bigger, with the newest technologies and green features. In fact, it’s the first net-zero school in the nation, 
using solar panels, geothermal pipes, bamboo floors and other materials to produce more energy than it consumes. It’s garnered attention 
from across the nation and even from overseas. (Bowling Green Daily News, Sept. 27, 2010) 
 
Legislators join pro coal rally outside EPA coal ash hearing — Political theater and serious testimony in Louisville about jobs and health 
put a sharp focus Tuesday on coal and what’s left behind when the black rock is burned to generate electricity. The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency public hearing at the Seelbach Hilton Hotel drew several hundred people and was intended to help the agency decide between 
two options — one more stringent than the other — for managing the huge and expanding volume of fly ash, bottom ash and scrubber 
sludge produced by coal-fired power plants.. It was the seventh of eight that the agency has held in the last month. Before the day-long hear-
ing started, two Greenpeace activists rappelled down the outside of the hotel from its roof, unfurling a large banner urging the EPA to 
“protect people, not polluters” and to “quit coal.” The protesters — from San Francisco and North Carolina — hung on the side of the build-
ing for two hours before coming down and turning themselves over to police. The rappellers and two other Greenpeace activists were charged 
with criminal trespass. (Courier-Journal, Sept. 28, 2010) 
 
 
 

 
These are media summaries. Please consult sources directly to ensure accuracy of  information presented. Underlined titles are links to online articles in their entirety. 
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Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 

 
Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA,  
 

 
   Wholesale Fuel Prices 

   
    Source: Wall Street Journal 
 
 

 
    Source:  CME Group        
 
 

 

The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or disability and pro-
vides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to partici-
pate in all services, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for Energy Development and Independence at (800) 282
-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf 
(TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800) 648-6056. 

Product 09/30/10 09/24/10 09/17/10 09/09/10 Year Ago 

 

Futures   November-10 December-10 January-10 

 09/29/10 77.86 79.09 80.15 

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 09/23/10 75.18 76.54 * 
 Light Sweet Crude Oil 09/16/10 75.74 77.19 * 

 09/29/10 3.962 4.178 4.342 
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 09/23/10 4.156 4.374 * 

 Henry-Hub 09/15/10 4.238 4.450 * 

 09/29/10 1.185 1.187 1.190 

Propane (Dollars per gallon) 09/23/10 1.157 1.160 * 
Mt Belvieu (OPIS)  09/16/10 1.144 1.147 * 

 09/29/10 63.95 64.93 65.25 
Coal (Dollars per ton) 09/23/10 64.42 65.03 * 

Central Appalachian 09/16/10 59.02 60.02 * 

Spot Prices 09/29/10 09/23/10 09/16/10 09/09/10 Year Ago 
Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 77.86 73.43 74.57 74.25 70.61 

West Texas Intermediate, fob      

Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 3.800 4.100 4.055 3.785 3.380 
Henry-Hub      

Product 09/30/10 09/24/10 09/17/10 09/09/10 Year Ago 
Gasoline (State avg.) 2.634 2.695 2.771 2.664 2.360 

Ashland 2.705 2.770 2.895 2.720 2.427 
Covington 2.695 2.786 2.861 2.760 2.440 
Lexington 2.589 2.679 2.804 2.708 2.299 
Louisville 2.599 2.706 2.839 2.735 2.299 

Owensboro 2.578 2.622 2.681 2.563 2.284 
Diesel (State avg.) 2.908 2.919 2.923 2.897 2.567 

Ashland 2.935 2.965 2.951 2.910 2.614 
Covington 2.923 2.931 2.931 2.915 2.577 
Lexington 2.899 2.903 2.908 2.897 2.583 

Louisville 2.883 2.889 2.906 2.899 2.564 
Owensboro 2.910 2.901 2.924 2.860 2.555 

K E N T U C K Y  E N E R G Y  W A T C H  
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