Coldm temper atures can cost your famﬂy valuahle dollars in energy costs But don t be afraid!
" Follow these tips from EN ERGY STAR and save money this fall as temperatures continue to:
drop. Improvmg the energy eff1c1ency of your home will cut utlhty costs and reduce your
‘carbon footprlnt

1 What's Lurkmg in Your Attic? : L : -
Probably cold air. Seal air leaks around your home to keep the cold out and the warm air in. The biggest air
leaks are usually in the attic or basement, but also around doors, windows, vents, pipes, and electrical out-

lets. Use caulk, spray foam, or weather stripping to seal the leaks. Add more insulation to prevent heat loss
and make your home more comfortable this fall.

Protect Yourself from Vampires

"Vampire power," or standby power, refers to the electric power consumed by electronics and appliances

while they are switched off or in a standby mode. ENERGY STAR qualified electronics and appliances use a

lot less energy in standby mode, EPA also recommends that you turn off electronics when they are not in

use, such as computers and televisions. Plugging all your electronics into a power strip makes this easy-
just flip the switch to power everything down at once!

< Don't be afraid of your utility bills

‘ By properly using your programmable thermostat you can ensure that you're not unnecessarily heating
& the home when you're away or asleep. Programming a lower temperature for when you do to work or

‘ run errands throughout the week and/or when you go to sleep at night can save you up to $180 a year in

energy costs, Check out EPA’s new and fun Programmable Thermostat Tool to learn how easy it is to set
for savings.

i

Reduce the Chill with a Ceiling Fan

By switching your ceiling fan to pull air upward versus push air downward, you'll actually be helping cir-
culate the warm air down into living spaces. This will make better use of your heating and allow you to
lower the thermostat to save enerdy while maintaining your comfort,

Don't Be Left in the Dark

Now that daylight savings is upon us, remember to swap out those old incandescent lights with new,
energy-efficient ENERGY STAR qualified compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) that use 75 percent less
energy and last 10 times longer. Also, start preparing for the holiday season with ENERGY STAR qualified
decorative light strings, utilizing LED technology for extra savings, long-life, and durability—plus they're

just as pretty. You can even get orange ones for Halloween!

"Trick for Heat"

Check your heating system’s air filter every month, and change the filter every
three months, Remove leaves, dirt, and other debris from around outdoor compo-
nents, such as heat pumps, to improve air flow and efficiency. Have a qualified pro-
fessional tune up your system with a pre-season maintenance checkup, and if it's
time to replace your old system, look for models that have earned the ENERGY
STAR.
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http://www.energystar.gov/
http://energy.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=home_sealing.hm_improvement_sealing
http://www.energystar.gov/ia/products/heat_cool/thermostats/Prog_Thermostat.swf
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=globalwarming.showPledge
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=globalwarming.showPledge

