Center for Renewable Energy Research and Environmental Stewardship
March 30, 2010 Meeting Minutes


Present:  Dr. Len Peters, Tom FitzGerald, Andy McDonald, John Wright, Susan Patton, Dr. Rick Clewett, Cam Metcalf, Dr. Don Colliver, Kris Kimel, Commissioner Tony Wilder; Deborah Clayton for Secretary Larry Hayes
Also present: Kate Shanks, DEDI; John Davies, DEDI; Aron Patrick, DEDI; Barbara Pauley, EEC; Dr. Mickey Wilhelm, U of L; Dr. Mahendra Sunkara, Conn Center; Invited Guests of the Conn Center
Not Present: Dr. Brian Clardy

Certification of Open Meeting

Dr.  Len Peters

Welcome 
Dr. James Ramsey, President U of L
Approval of November 6 Meeting Minutes

Dr. Len Peters

Economic Development Programs

Commissioner Deborah Clayton, Cabinet for Economic Development (CED)
Commissioner Clayton reviewed funding mechanisms and other tools used by the CED to encourage the development of commercial activities in the Commonwealth. Commissioner Clayton also highlighted the recent successes of these programs including the numbers of high tech jobs created and increases in state payroll tax revenue that in effect recovers the costs of these programs.

Tom FitzGerald suggested that this presentation and information needed to be more widely distributed in the Kentucky General Assembly.

Secretary Peters commended Commissioner Clayton for her involvement in helping the Argonne National Lab locate a battery research project in Kentucky. Kris Kimel seconded this commendation.
Kentucky Science and Technology Corporation Opportunities

Kris Kimel, KSTC

Mr. Kimel discussed KSTC funding of applied and commercializable research projects in conjunction with the CED and CPE. KSTC has invested over $15 million in Kentucky companies since 2002 and earns an average of 20-25% rate of return annually on these investments. Mr. Kimel also discussed how Kentucky became a spacefaring state this past week and showed the launch of the Kentucky Space spacecraft Frontier 1. 
Findings and Recommendations of the Executive Task Force on Biomass and Biofuels Development in Kentucky
Kate Shanks, DEDI

Ms. Shanks discussed the validation of the Commonwealth’s biomass capabilities by the taskforce, as well as the policy recommendations made to the Governor, which included the enactment of a Kentucky Renewable Portfolio Standard as well as sustainability standards. In the event of a national renewable mandate, the taskforce also recommended that Kentucky standards were still needed to promote the domestic development of renewable energy sources within the Commonwealth. 

EEC staff distributed copies of the Biomass Taskforce Final Report to all persons present. 

Mr. FitzGerald noted that there were two House Bills that proposed a Kentucky Renewable Portfolio Standard during this legislative session, HB 3, and HB 408.  

Mr. FitzGerald stated that he believed that the taskforce report is already having an effect. 

Mr. FitzGerald asked whether or not there were efforts by DEDI to plan for sustainability and competition for forest resources from facilities that will generate electricity from woody biomass.

Dr. Clewett noted that many of these projects were going to sell their electricity to states where a Renewable Portfolio Standard had been enacted, and that out-of-state consumption will increase the competition for Kentucky forest resources. 


Dr. Sunkara mentioned that a technical roadmap for biomass and biofuels development should be developed. 

Secretary Peters responded that the management of competition and sustainability of forest resources was important and currently being discussed by Cabinet staff.  

Mr. Wright noted that the technical specifications of a biofuels product as well as the value of biofuels co-products were significant for the economic viability of biofuels production. 
Tracking Renewable Energy Research

Kate Shanks, DEDI

Ms. Shanks discussed the efforts of Kristina Anderson (DEDI) to develop a database to track renewable energy development and research projects across the Commonwealth.

Action Item: Secretary Peters asked that Ms. Anderson be present at the May board meeting and present a progress report of this project. 

Approval of the CRERES Operating Procedures

Vote was postponed until May meeting.
Review of Changes to the Memorandum of Understanding between EEC and U of L
Mr. McDonald suggested that the MOU specify that the Conn Center be the entity under the University of Louisville specified in the agreement, as opposed to the U of L as a whole. 

Secretary Peters responded that the agreement was made with the University of Louisville as opposed to the Conn Center or other entity, because the University of Louisville can be expected to remain in service longer than the Conn Center or other entity at the university.
Secretary Peters and Ms. Pauley suggested that a letter from the University of Louisville stating that the university intends to deliver these services through the Conn Center would be more appropriate than changing the MOU. Secretary Peters asked that Mickey Wilhelm coordinate with President Ramsey to draft a letter from the university to this effect. 

Dr. Colliver asked whether or not the changes to the MOU were editorial or would a new draft be signed. 

Ms. Pauley stated that she understood the changes would be editorial. 

Conn Center Technical Advisory Committee
Mahendra Sunkara, Conn Center

Dr. Sunkara discussed that a technical advisory board be established to develop the mission, vision and strategy of the Conn Center.  Dr. Len Peters will participate and there was discussion of adding another member from the CRERES Board of Directors to the technical advisory board.  Dr. Sunkara will coordinate this process.  The advisory board will meet on May 13.  
Kentucky’s Wind Energy Potential

Mr. McDonald discussed the new wind maps produced by the National Renewable Energy Lab and the wind resource that may exist in Kentucky as described by the maps.  He suggested that Kentucky pursue data collection at 80 and 100 meters to better characterize Kentucky’s wind potential.  He asked that the Board discuss the maps at the next meeting.  

Mr. Metcalf said that he has spoken to Larry Flowers with the National Renewable Energy Lab’s Wind Powering America program about coming to Kentucky to speak about Kentucky’s wind resource at a Kentucky Renewable Energy Consortium meeting.  

Secretary Peters suggested that we ask Stuart Foster to attend the next meeting to discuss the Kentucky Mesonet system.  

Next Meeting
 The board will meet on Wednesday, May 12, 2010.
Agenda items for the next meeting include: 

Review of the tracking system for renewable energy projects and research in Kentucky—Kristina Anderson (DEDI).
Discussion of the relationship between CRERES and various agencies and organizations regarding renewable energy education and outreach.  

Discussion of the National Renewable Energy Laboratory Wind Maps recently published and overview of the Ky. Mesonet Data Monitoring System.  

