
 

 

program now has only $1.5 million 
left for reservation. 
 
Residents may receive rebates for 
the purchase of any of the 16 EN-
ERGY STAR qualified appliance 
categories eligible for the program. 
Residents may apply for a rebate by 
visiting 
www.kyappliancerebates.com  
or by calling the toll-free number 
877-813-3669. Rebates are adminis-
tered on a first-come, first-served 
basis, and funds are going quickly. 
If you have an older, inefficient 
appliance that you would like to 
replace now is the time to do it! 
 
For more information visit 
www.energy.ky.gov.  
If you would like to view footage 
from the Governor’s press confer-
ence, please click here.  

Kentucky Energy & Environment Cabinet  
Department for Energy Development and Independence 
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time receiving rebates for making 
our planet a better place to live,” 
said Gov. Beshear. “Kentucky has 
expanded the list of appliances be-
yond what many of our neighboring 
states have done in order to give 
the people of the Commonwealth a 
better opportunity to purchase what 
is needed for their homes. Even 
beyond the obvious energy efficien-
cies that will be realized, they are 
helping stimulate Kentucky’s econ-
omy as well. I call that a great deal 
for everyone.” 
 
The rebates are funded by the 
American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act, with each state eligible 
for a portion of the allotted $300 
million, based on population. On 
April 22nd, when the program 
kicked off, Kentucky had $4 million 
in funds. As of this publication, the 

Gov. Beshear Announces Kickoff of Energy Efficient Appliance Rebate Program 

Gov. Steve Beshear commemorated the 40th anni-
versary of Earth Day by kicking off the Kentucky 
Energy Efficient Appliance Rebate Program at 
Rabon’s TV and Appliance in Paris, KY.  
 
“What better way to acknowledge 40 years of Earth 
Day celebrations than to give Kentuckians the op-
portunity to be environmentally responsible by pur-
chasing energy efficient appliances while at the same 

The first projects were announced in 
April. In Madison County, Pattie A. Clay 
Hospital received funds in order to retro-
fit the facility with energy efficient win-
dows. The City of Berea will use funds to  
upgrade lighting for five city buildings 
and upgrade to solar water heating for 
two fire stations. Berea will also use 
EECBG funds to  reduce city-wide en-
ergy consumption by developing and 
implementing an energy efficiency pro-
gram and by developing  a cooperative 
solar farm. 

To bring energy efficiency and conservation 
to local communities, the Department for 
Energy Development and Independence 
(DEDI) has partnered with the Department 
for Local Government (DLG) to implement 
projects funded through the Energy Effi-
ciency and Conservation Block Grant Pro-
gram (EECBG). Designed to invest the 
cheapest, cleanest, most reliable energy tech-
nologies—energy efficiency and conservation 
— which can be deployed immediately, the 
EECBG was passed by Congress in 2007 but 
was not funded until the passage of the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act  
(ARRA) of 2009. 
 
DEDI has worked with DLG to create the 
Kentucky EECBG Small Cities and Counties 
Initiative, administered by DLG, that pro-
vides $6.25 million to assist local govern-
ments in implementing strategies to reduce 
fossil fuel emissions, reduce total energy us-
age, and improve energy efficiency in the 

Gov. Beshear announces the program. 

Small Cities and Counties Initiative 
transportation, building and other appro-
priate sectors. The program also has the 
goal of spurring economic growth and the 
creation and retention of jobs funded un-
der ARRA. The program provided for a 
minimum grant of $10k to the maximum 
grant of $125k. Multi-jurisdictional pro-
jects were also funded. Only county and 
city governments were eligible to apply for 
EECBG funding; however, local govern-
ments could apply on behalf of non-profit 
agencies.  
 
The Small Cities and Counties Initiative 
funding was announced in late October of 
2009 and was followed by a series of 
workshop in Frankfort, Hopkinsville, and 
Prestonsburg to allow potential applicants 
to meet with DLG staff to discuss the 
grant program and application process. 
Applications were accepted until mid-
December 2009. 

Berea City Hall 
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Smart Grid Awardees Announced 

Save Energy Now Workshops Begin 
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Upcoming Recovery Act Events 

The Kentucky Department for Energy 
Development and Independence 
(DEDI) announced the award of seven 
‘smart grid’ grants to Kentucky electric-
ity distributors. The smart grid grants 
are funded by the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act, and distributed 
through the U.S. Department of Energy. 

 

DEDI awarded grants to Warren 
RECC, Jackson Energy Cooperative, 
Owen Electric Cooperative, Blue Grass 
Energy, Nolin Rural Electric, Hickman
-Fulton Counties Rural Electric, and 
Shelby Energy Cooperative.  
 
The electric cooperatives will use the 
funds to accelerate the modernization 
of electricity delivery in Kentucky. The 
companies will install advanced meter 
infrastructure that will allow customers 
to see and control their own real-time 
energy usage from an in-home display. 
They will also install distribution auto-
mation equipment that will reduce sys-
tem energy losses and improve system 
reliability.  
These types of projects will also reduce 

To help industries and manufacturing facilities learn how to lower their operating costs, the Kentucky Pollution Prevention Center 
(KPPC), at the University of Louisville, began hosting its Save Energy Now workshops which take place throughout Kentucky.  Ses-
sions are conducted by KPPC engineers and specialists in the energy field, and guest speakers include representatives from the U.S. 
Department of Energy, regional utilities and consultants. 
 
These workshops mark the launch of expanded services enabled by funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) that will allow KPPC to support clients through the development of self-sustaining energy-savings programs. The goal of the 

workshops and the Save Energy Now program is to help industrial and manufacturing 
facilities reduce their energy use by 2.5 percent per year for 10 years. 
 
By the end of the workshop, participants understand the benefits of an energy man-
agement program, the steps necessary for proper implementation, and the available 
resources at KPPC to assist in the implementation, measuring and monitoring the 
energy management program.   
 
The Kentucky Save Energy Now workshops are funded by the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act, through the combined efforts of the following organizations: 
Kentucky Department for Energy Development and Independence, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy and KPPC. 
 

the number of times utility staff will 
have to make field visits, thus reducing 
cost and energy used by the utility. The 
goals of these smart grid technology 
projects are to create jobs, reduce the 
peak load on utilities’ grids, improve 
overall system reliability, and reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions. 
 

Smart grid projects are aimed at achiev-
ing goals set by Gov. Steve Beshear’s 
Intelligent Energy Choices for Kentucky’s 
Future:  Kentucky’s 7-Point Energy Strategy, 
which includes job creation, carbon 
dioxide emissions reduction, renewable 
energy generation deployment, and 
increased energy efficiency. 
 

For more information please visit 
www.energy.ky.gov. 

Small Cities and Counties Initiative  
Award Presentation 

May 4th, Jeffersontown 
 

Green & Healthy Schools/NEED Summit 
Youth Awards 

May 13th, Frankfort 
 

Net-Zero Schools Announcement/Press Conferences 
May 19th, Warren Co. & Kenton Co. 

Save Energy Now Workshops 
June 9, Louisville 

June 16, Bowling Green 
 

KY NEED Energy Tour 
June 14-18, Eastern KY 

 
School Energy Managers Program Orientation 

July 7-9, Lexington 

Participants at the workshop in Erlanger. 

http://www.energy.ky.gov/�
http://www.kppc.org/�
http://migration.kentucky.gov/Newsroom/governor/20081120energy.htm�
http://migration.kentucky.gov/Newsroom/governor/20081120energy.htm�
http://migration.kentucky.gov/Newsroom/governor/20081120energy.htm�
http://migration.kentucky.gov/Newsroom/governor/20081120energy.htm�
http://www.energy.ky.gov/�
http://dlg.ky.gov/default.htm�
http://www.greenschools.ky.gov�
http://www.energy.ky.gov/�
http://www.kppc.org/�
http://www.need.org/states/kentucky/�
http://www.ksba.org/boardcast/article/update-ksba-work-to-initiate-school-energy-manager-program-in-high-gear/�


 

 

In August 2009, Recovery funds allowed the Department for Energy Development and Independ-
ence (DEDI) to welcome Virginia Phifer to its staff as a Program Manager. Virginia’s primary focus 
is to manage  sub-grants and contractor activities related to Recovery programs, particularly with the 
Kentucky Energy Efficient Appliance Rebate Program, and The Green Bank of Kentucky. Virginia 
manages federally-funded Recovery Act programs related to energy efficiency and renewable energy 
and often serves as a liaison between the DEDI and the U.S. Department of Energy. 
 
Virginia received her BA from Simmons College and JD from Fordham University School of Law. 
Before coming to DEDI, Virginia worked in human resources and as an attorney.   

“I enjoy public service for a worthy cause,” said Virginia. “Seeing the results of Recovery grant dol-
lars at work in energy savings is very exciting.” 
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Putting People to Work  

Virginia Phifer, Department for Energy Development and Independence 

Robert Duff came on board with the Department for Energy Development and Independence in Decem-
ber of 2009 as a Program Manager. In this position, Robert works as a  liaison between the U.S. DOE and 
the DEDI partners in executing, reporting and regulatory issues regarding the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act of 2009 funding. Robert attended Berea College and earned a B.S. in Industrial Technology 
Management, and before coming to DEDI, Robert was involved in product quality, development and 
change implementations as a quality engineer for the sourcing group in a consumer and industrial company. 
 
“I enjoy working for DEDI because I get to see first-hand how the ARRA funds are directly impacting and 
improving the Commonwealth and its people,” said Robert. “I am given an opportunity to learn about 
clean, smart, renewable energy sources.  This is a total game changer in the economy and how businesses 
do business as the global market becomes more awareness of environmental issues.  ‘Green’ is the ‘.COM’ 
of the next decade and being at the forefront of this initiative, seeing the possibilities and opportunities in 
the near future is very exciting.” 

Robert Duff, Department for Energy Development and Independence 

Virginia Phifer, DEDI  

Faces of Recovery  

Robert Duff, DEDI 

Kimberly Joseph, KPPC 

Kimberly Joseph, Kentucky Pollution Prevention Center 
Kimberly Joseph joined the Kentucky Energy Efficiency Program for Schools (KEEPS) at the Ken-
tucky Pollution Prevention Center (KPPC) in February 2010 as a KEEPS Regional Coordinator.  She 
provides assistance to school districts to further their progression in KEEPS.  Kimberly develops in-
formation and tools to support ENERGY STAR's 7-Step Energy Management Program and other 
KEEPS initiatives, provides training and outreach to KEEPS member districts and facilitates regional 
network meetings and events. 
 
Kimberly has more than seven years of experience with grant program coordination and facilitation.  
She has more than 10 years of experience with customer service for professional, medical and social 
service accounts. She received a BS in Geography and an MBA from the University of Louisville. 
 
“[American Recovery and Reinvestment Act] funding is being used to help schools save energy - and 
saving energy equals saving money,” says Kimberly. “The money that is saved can be used to hire 
teachers, purchase computers or fund educational programs that directly impact Kentucky's children.  
In the end, that's what it is all about - providing a way to use resources/money wisely - so that we can 
help educate and develop our most precious resource:  Kentucky's children.” 

http://kentuckyatwork.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx�


 

 

500 Mero Street, 6th Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502. 564.7192 

The Department for Energy Development and Independence does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or 
disability and provides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability 
an equal opportunity to participate in all services, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, call the Department for En-
ergy Development and Independence at (800) 282-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the Kentucky 
Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800) 648-
6056. Page 4 
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Visit our website: 
www.energy.ky.gov 

Earth Day Event Promotes Kentucky Energy Efficient Appliance Rebate Program 
 
On Thursday, April 22, the Trail of Tears Commission, The Hopkinsville Earth Day Event was held at the Trail of Tears Commemora-
tive Park on Pembroke Road and attracted more than 350 visitors who educated themselves on 
environmentally-friendly products ranging from hybrid vehicles, to Green Power energy to re-
cycling and soil erosion.  Participants enjoyed a light picnic lunch. The festivities included a 
spotlight on energy efficiency and kicked off with comments from city and county officials and 
State Representative John Tilley who announced the kickoff of the Kentucky Energy Efficient 
Appliance Rebate Program, funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  
 
Hopkinsville Electric System/EnergyNet, Tennessee Valley Authority, Hopkinsville Beautification Commission, the Christian County 
Cooperative Extension Service, Hopkinsville Christian County Convention & Visitor’s Bureau, Walmart of Hopkinsville, James E. Bruce 
Convention Center and Kiwanis Club sponsored an Earth Day Celebration, recognizing the annual event of global environmental citizen-
ship.  
 

A Solar Demonstration Project, located at the park’s welcome cabin, was installed by Hopkinsville Electric System and unveiled at last 
year’s Earth Day celebration.  The 2,700 kilowatt-hour per year solar panel demonstrates renewable or green power alternatives and is 
expected to generate electricity for 25 years or more. During this time span, the clean energy produced by the panel will eliminate ap-
proximately 90,000 lbs. of CO2 emissions, an equivalent environmental effect of planting 13 acres of trees. 

Green Bank to Approve Old Capitol Annex Project 
Paul Kaplan, director of The Green Bank of Kentucky in the Finance and Administration 
Cabinet, announced that the loan committee has preliminarily approved funds for energy 
efficiency retrofits of the Old Capitol complex and the state fleet garage near Holmes Street, 
among others. The funds granted by The Green Bank are made possible by the Finance and 
Administration Cabinet’s partnership with the Department for Energy Development and 
Independence, which utilizes American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds from the 
U.S. Department of Energy.  
 

The retrofits are expected to increase the energy efficiency of the complexes by 20 to 30 
percent, Kaplan reported to the State Journal. 
 

The efficiency updates to the facilities will include spray-on foam insulation and the replace-
ment of inefficient lights with energy efficient lights in the fleet garage. New controls and a 
more efficient airflow system in the Old Capital Annex are also part of the proposal. The 
Old Capitol Annex, which currently houses the Cabinet for Economic Development, is currently fitted with obsolete technology that is 
neither energy efficient, said Kaplan. To complete the retrofit, the project will use $114,000 and take up to six months for total remodel-
ing. 
 

While these projects have received only preliminary approval, the loans will be finalized in May after cost estimates and work plans have 
been confirmed. Projects funded by The Green Bank pay back the initial investment in less than 10 years using savings from decreased 
energy usage.  

 

 
 

Old Capital Annex, Frankfort 

Left: State (KY) Representative John Tilley 
announcing the new Kentucky Appliance 
Rebate Program. Right: Tim Hughes with 
Tennessee Valley Authority promoting 
Green Power Switch, TVA’s renewable energy 
program.  
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