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A snapshot of state and national energy issues

Scott County schools receives national recognition

Natural Gas Vehicles Making Inroads; Sales Rising
Ford Motor Co. said Tuesday it sold a record 11,600 natural gas vehicles last year, more than four times the number it sold two years 
ago. It’s the latest sign that natural gas is making inroads as a transportation fuel, particularly for truck fleets, buses and taxis. The 
consumer market is tougher to crack, but sales are gaining there as well. Natural gas is cheap and plentiful in the U.S. after a spike in 
production that began in the middle of last decade. At the same time, the price of gasoline and diesel fuel has jumped more than 30 
percent. (Lex18.com, March 5, 2013)

Columbia Gas customers to see price dip slightly

Customers of Columbia Gas of Kentucky will pay 3 percent less for natural gas for the next three months, because the state Public 
Service Commission has approved the utility’s quarterly gas cost-adjustment proposal, effective Feb. 28. Customers who are supplied 
by Columbia Gas and have been for the past year will pay $4.1237 per thousand cubic feet, down from $4.2366. People who are now 
Columbia Gas customers but in the past year were in the Customer Choice program, which uses other suppliers, will pay $5.8574, up 
from $5.6583. (The Herald Leader, March 1, 2013)

Bigger bills!  Thousands of energy customers won’t like what they’ll see in a few months. Two of the Local 6 area’s largest energy 
providers are preparing to raise rates more than 20 percent starting this August. The rate increase impacts all 30-thousand Jackson 
Purchase Energy customers across six Local 6 counties. More than 55-hundred ‘Kenergy’ customers in a handfull of counties will also 
see rates go up.  Spokespeople from both companies blame it on ‘supply and demand. ‘But it’s not what you think.  They say there’s too 
much supply and a lot less demand. (www.wpsdlocal6.com March 11, 2013)

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has recognized the Scott County School District as a 2013 ENERGY STAR Partner 
of the Year for strategically managing and improving the energy efficiency of its entire building portfolio.  Scott County is one of four 
school districts in the nation to receive such a prestigious award.  Through its partnership with the ENERGY STAR program, the 
Scott County School District has improved its energy performance, saved money, and helped to protect the environment for future 
generations. “Managing our energy use in partnership with ENERGY STAR has significantly improved our avoided cost,” said Mrs. 
Patricia Putty, Superintendent, Scott County Schools. “Making the Scott County School buildings more energy efficient is one of the 
most effective ways for us to prevent pollution and save money, and we are honored to be recognized by EPA for our efforts.” (www.
scott.k12.ky.us March 11, 2013)

Price of power on the rise

Two pipeline companies are planning a joint venture to transport natural gas liquids from Kentucky to the U.S. Gulf Coast. Williams 
and Boardwalk Pipeline Partners on Wednesday announced a joint venture that would develop the pipeline project, which would 
transport natural gas liquids from the infrastructure-constrained Marcellus and Utica shale plays in upper Appalachia to the rapidly 
expanding petrochemical and export complex on the U.S. Gulf Coast, as well as the developing petrochemical market in the Northeast 
U.S. (The Lane Report, March 3, 2013)

Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear has signed legislation into law that could make biomass power a more attractive option for electricity 
suppliers within the state. The bill, SB 46, was introduced in the senate Jan. 11, and passed by a vote of 38 to zero on Feb. 11. The 
measure moved to the House Feb. 12, and passed by a vote of 100 to zero on Feb. 21. Beshear signed the bill into law on March 5. Ac-
cording to the text of the legislation, the new law allows the Public Utilities Commission to let utilities recover costs not recovered in 
the existing rates of the utility for the purchase of electric power from a biomass energy facility that has received a certificate from the 
Kentucky State Board on Electric Generation and Transmission Siting. (biomassmagazine.com March 7, 2013)

Ky. Biomass power bill signed into law

Pipeline project to transport natural gas liquids from Kentucky to Louisiana coast

http://www.scott.k12.ky.us/districtNewsArticle.aspx?artID=1917
http://www.lex18.com/news/natural-gas-vehicles-making-inroads-sales-rising
http://www.kentucky.com/2013/03/01/2537562/natural-gas-customers-to-see-decline.html
http://www.wpsdlocal6.com/home/ticker/Price-of-power-on-the-rise-197182421.html
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/8707/ky-biomass-power-bill-signed-into-law
http://www.lanereport.com/19344/2013/03/project-to-transport-natural-gas-liquids-from-kentucky/
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Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $4.089, reported on July 10, 2008. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA, 

Wholesale Fuel Prices

Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 

Spot Prices 3/13/2013 3/6/2013 2/27/2013 2/20/2013 Year Ago
Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 92.52$           90.43$          92.76$           94.46$            $  105.43 

West Texas Intermediate, fobNatural Gas (Dollars per 
MMBtu) 3.72$             3.57$            3.54$             3.34$              $      2.12 

Henry-Hub

Futures 1-Apr 1-May 1-Jun
3/13/2013 92.52$          92.88$           93.13$           

Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 3/6/2013 90.43$          90.90$           91.30$           
 Light Sweet Crude Oil 2/27/2013 92.76$          93.15$           93.52$           

3/13/2013 3.68$            3.72$             3.76$             
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 3/6/2013 3.47$            3.52$             3.57$             

 Henry-Hub 2/27/2013 3.43$            3.48$             3.53$             
3/13/2013 0.88$            0.88$             0.89$             

Propane (Dollars per gallon) 3/6/2013 0.85$            0.85$             0.86$             
Mt Belvieu (OPIS) 2/27/2013 0.87$            0.88$             0.88$             

3/13/013 57.25$          57.93$           58.50$           
Coal (Dollars per ton) 3/6/2013 58.87$          59.07$           59.20$           

Central Appalachian 2/27/2013 59.50$          59.50$           59.50$           

Kentucky Energy Watch
Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet

Product 3/11/2013 3/4/2013 2/25/2013 2/18/2013 Year Ago
Heating Oil (dollars per gallon) 3.67$             3.71$            3.78$             3.78$             3.69$      

Propane (dollars per gallon) 2.19$             2.18$            2.19$             2.20$             2.52$      
Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration

Source: the Wall Street Journal

Source: CME Group

Product 3/14/2013 3/7/2013 2/28/2013 2/21/2013 Year Ago
Gasoline (State avg.) 3.68$             3.65$            3.77$             3.80$              $      3.73 

Ashland 3.83$             3.69$            3.80$             3.86$              $      3.75 
Covington 3.75$             3.74$            3.84$             3.82$              $      3.90 
Lexington 3.75$             3.64$            3.83$             3.78$              $      3.66 
Louisville 3.58$             3.65$            3.76$             3.87$              $      3.83 

Owensboro 3.54$             3.59$            3.64$             3.72$              $      3.69 
Diesel (State avg.) 4.04$             4.06$            4.10$             4.12$              $      4.03 

Ashland 4.09$             4.09$            4.13$             4.21$              $      4.07 
Covington 4.09$             4.08$            4.11$             4.12$              $      4.01 
Lexington 4.08$             4.10$            4.12$             4.13$              $      4.04 
Louisville 4.02$             4.05$            4.08$             4.10$              $      4.01 

Owensboro 4.05$             4.06$            4.12$             4.13$              $      4.05 

http://fuelgaugereport.aaa.com/?redirectto=http://fuelgaugereport.opisnet.com/KYavg.asp
http://www.energystar.gov
http://energy.ky.gov
http://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/pet_pri_wfr_dcus_SKY_w.htm
http://online.wsj.com/mdc/public/page/2_3023-cashprices.html?mod=topnav_2_3012
http://www.cmegroup.com/daily_bulletin/Section61_Energy_Futures_Products_2013006.pdf
http://www.energystar.gov

